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GREENLAND. 
Extract of a letter from Brother J. Conrap KLEINscaMIDT. 


** FREDERICKSTHAL, October 10, 1825. 

** DEAR BRoTHER—I return you many thanks for your kind letter 
of February 10th, and for all the kindness shown to us by $0 many 
friends and benefactors to the missions of the Brethren in England, 
The participation expressed by yot and our English Brethren, in 
the welfare of the mission in Greenland, and especially in that of 
this new settlement, comforts and encourages us greatly. We bless 
the Lord, for having raised up friends in your country, who from 
love to Him and His kingdom on earth, consider with favour the 
well-being of His servant8 and people, even in this strange and 
distant land. 

‘*] wish we may be able to cheer your hearts with good news 
from this place. We can indeed truly declare, with thanks and 
praise to our gracious Saviour, that He has helped us hitherto, and 
done for us above all we could have expected. Our outward situa- 
tion however is more uncomfortable than ever, for we have not.as 
yet been able to leave our hut, built of sods. , The building materials, 
destined for our dwelling house, are at length arrived. They were 
brought hither in women’s boats. The frame of the house is setup, 
and one half of the roof finished, but we are not sure whether we 
shall be able completely to fit up one or two .rooms before the wim+ 
ter setsin. We shall do our utmost to accomplish this, that we may 
employ our large Greenland house entirely as a temporary chapel,./ 
as the frame and wood-work of the new church, prepared at Copen- 
hagen, could not be brought hither by the ship this year; and we do 
not know when it will arrive, much as we stand in need of it, to 
accommodate our increasing congregation, the present place heing ' 
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290 MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS FROM GREENLAND. 
much too small, and it being unpleasant to have a crowd pressing 
upon us, particularly at baptisms. 

‘*] will first, my dear Brother, give you a short account of our 
proceedings since autumn, 1824. We were obliged to live in our 
tent twelve weeks, to the 17th of October, the day on which we 
moved into our little room, being one-third of a building, constructed 
of sods, in the Greenland fashion. We rejoiced to be able on the 
8d of November to consecrate the other two-thirds as a place of 
worship for our small congregation’ It is twenty-four feet long and 
sixteen wide. ‘The Lord, who doés not despise the meanest service 
in His church, was pleased to grant us on this day, in this humble 
temple, a special blessing, and to fulfil! His promise unto us, that 
wherever even but a few are assembled in His name, He will be in 
the midst of them. ‘Twelve persons were admitted as candidates for 
baptism. 

** Fifty persons have returned hither from Lichtenau, and have 
been joined by about 200 heathen from this neighbourhood, so 
that there are about 250 Greenlanders living here. They put up 
their winter dwellings on our land, and all express their earnest in- 
tention to turn to Jesus, and be converted. ‘This is indeed a most 
encouraging beginning, and our little chapel is already much too 
small. Though we thought, that new as this undertaking was, we 
should, for the first winter, have nothing to do, but, as it were, to 
remove stones and rubbish, and prepare for our work, it appeared, 
that the Holy Spirit had already wrought such conviction of the 
necessity of conversion in the hearts of the heathen in these parts, 
that we could confidently believe, thatthe day of their visitation was 
come. On the 19th of December, forty condidates were made par- 
takers of holy baptism, and during the winter months, ashe work 
of the Lord and His Spirit became more and more manifest and 
effective, many more were admitted to the same privilege. Since 
our arrival here, on the 27th of July, 1824, one hundred and four 
heathen have been baptized. 

** A great number of Greenlanders have announced their intention 
ef coming to live here next winter, and we shall thus have upwards 
ef three hundred inhabitants in Fredericksthal. 

**To describe what our, God and Saviour has done for us during 
this first year of our abode in this place is beyond the power of 
words; we will rather fall at His feet adoring, and pray, that our 
obedience and activity in His service may give praise and glory to 
His name. 

** Should we speak of the trials we have had to encounter in ex- 
ternals, our account of them would give but a faint idea of the reality; 
but we may mention them to show how our gracious God has sup- 
sported us under them, and preserved our souls staid upon Him. 

‘** It was to be expected, that our dwelling in a poor damp hut, 
built of sods, could not but be prejudicial to our health. This we 
have experienced, and all of us suffered more or less from illness, 
and of course my wife most of all. In May,” she had so severe ar 
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attack of rheumatism, for several days; that she was confined to her 
bed, and could not move @limb. Kt appeared, indeed, as if.she would 
continue lame and contracted. I fell om my khhees, by her bedside, 
and cried fervently, and with many tears to the Lord, to-grant her 
relief. He heard our prayers, and the day after, she was able te 
rise and go about her usual occupations. 

‘‘The weather being exceedingly cold and stormy, the cold 
penetrated our poor dwelling in such a manner, that we could hardly 
bear it, though we were well wrapped up in fur clothing. The 
storms were of the most violent kind, such as we hope are not to be 
experienced every winter in this wild region, but rather extraor- 
dinary. ‘They made us tremble for the fate of our poor hut, which 
was often shaken by them. In the night of the 9th of December & 
most furious stornf tore several planks from the roof, and carried 
them away into the sea. We were exceedingly alarmed, and filled 
with most anxious apprehensions, that in the midst of a severe win 
ter, our habitation and church might be totally dem@lished, and we 
ourselves left without a place of shelter. But our merciful heavenly 
Father graciously preserved us and our dwelling from further harm, 

‘* Certainly, my dear Brother, the external preservation and sup- 
port of this missionary settlement will always depend entirely upop 
the mercy and wonder-working power and providence of God; and 
why should we not confidently expect it at His hands, when the 
whole aim and purpose of its establishment is, the salvation of the 
souls of the poor heathen. In all difficulties which we may have to 
experience, we shall remain resigned to His will, believe on, and 
confide in Him; pray to Him, and be thankful for all the mercies 
we experience, even in many trials from within and without: 

‘** We are glad, that several necessary articles of hardware may 
be expected to arrive with us, and thank our English friends for this 
and every other gift bestowed upon us. To the Society for the 
Furtherance of the Gospelyand to all our Brethren and Sisters in all 
places, we beg to present our cordial salutations, and to commend 
this place and our Greenland flock, with ourselves, to their con- 
tinued remembrance and prayers. 


JOHN CONRAD KLEINSCHMIDT.” 


| 


From Brother MicHAEL EBERLE. 


** LICHTENAU, June 28, 1825. 

‘* Dear BrotHER—Your kind letter, of February 14th, I received 
with great pleasure and gratitude, during my voyage to the Fiorde, 
where we were engaged in procuring firewood. 'Werejoice and are 
much encouraged by the kind participation of our dear Brethren and 
friends in England, for it is indeed a great comfort in thisdreary and 
remote region to know, that we are remembered with love and 
affection, in the hearts and prayers of our dear friends in Europe. 
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This raises our spirits in our lonely situation, and amidst various 
difficulties and trials, which are not wanting in Greenland. 

‘* We sympathize with you in the losses you have experienced in 
your own family, and likewise in those sustained by the Brethren’s 
church at large, by the decease of many esteemed servants of God 
in it. But we may be truly thankful to the ‘Lord, that through His 
precious merits, we all have the cheering prospect to be permitted 
to enter those glorious mansions, which He has prepared for His 
people, and to be for ever united with those we have loved and 
esteemed here below. This hope comforts us in all our afflictions. 

‘* We suppose, that Brother Kleinschmidt’s account of the be- 
ginning of the new settlement at Fredericksthal will be heard with 
much interest and pleasure in England also. If the number of in- 
habitants should continually increase, I have no doubt, but they will 
find sustenance; for when seven hundred Greenlanders lived here at 
Lichtenau, they had no want. The sea is immense, and filled ‘with 
food for man. The building materials for Fredericksthal were 
brought as far as Nennortalik, the last place where Danish colonists 
reside. It is a short day’s journey from the new settlement. 

** We exceedingly regret, that Brother Gorcke is under the ne- 
cessity of leaving this mission, on account of the long protracted ill- 
ness of his wife. It is a great loss to the Greenland mission in 
general, which is now but very sparingly supplied with missionaries, 
especially with such as understand the Greenland language, of which 
our dear Brother Gorcke was master. 

‘*] will add a few lines on the state of our congregation. We 
have not received much accession in numbers from among the 
heathen. Only one family of six persons came to reside here. In 
general, we have not had that constant diligent attendance at church, 
as during the preceding year. Many families have returned to the > 
south, and settled at Fredericksthal. 

** Seven adults, and three young persons, under age, from among 
the heathen, have been baptized, nine, baptized as ehildren, were 
received into the congregation, and twenty-one admitted to the 
Lord’s supper. Last autumn, that dangerous illness, the pleurisy, 
was rife among our Greenland people, and many were thereby 
transplanted into eternity. We were greatly comforted and affect- 
ed, to see with what joy and faith they looked forward to the time, 
when they should behold their Saviour face to face, in whom they 
had here on earth believed and trusted for salvation, as reconciled 
sinners. 

‘“*The winter was very severe, and lasted long. From the be- 
ginning of November to the end of April, the frost was intense, and 
an immense quantity of snow covered the country. The extraordinary 
violence of the storms prevented the sea from freezing over, and 
permitted our people to go out, whenever the wind and weather 
proved any way favourable, in quest of food. They therefore suffer- 


ed no want, but had abundance, and could dispose of upwards of 300 
tons of oil to the Danish merchants. . 
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‘* We covenant anew with you, and all our dear Brethren @yery 
where, to remain faithful to the doctrine of the Cross.» We have 
again experienced, that nothing in the world has power to soften and 
break the stony heart of man, and to dispose it to love and obey the 
precepts of God our Saviour, but the faithful preaching of Jesus and 
Him crucified. This we experience continually in our labour among 
the poor Greenlanders. We commend them, and ourselves their 
servants for Christ’s sake, to the love, remembrance, and prayer oi 
all our dear Brethren and friends. 

MICHAEL EBERLE.” 


From Brother Joun LEHMANN. 


‘New Herrnuvt, June 20, 1825. , 

‘Dear BroTHER—May 22d, being Whitsunday, was a day ct 
rich blessing to our Greenland congregation. We experienced, of a 
truth, that the Lord has sent His Holy Spirit even into the frozen 
and barren regions of Greenland, and that He blesses the labours of 
His weak servants in preaching the Gospel of Salvation to souls, but 
lately in darkness, and under the influence of the vilest superstition. 
For this purpose, He has provided that easy communication by ships 
with the most distant parts of the earth, of which we also annually 
enjoy the benefit. The vessel which arrived at this place this year, 
brought many letters from our Brethren and friends in Europe, and 
among them your welcome letter of February 10th. To us the 
receipt of them is an annual feast. We are filled with joy and gra- 
titude, and anew assured, that we are not forgotten, but remember- 
ed with affection by so many children and servants of God in all 
places, who offer up their prayers for us, and for success and bless- 
ing on our ministry. We perceive, that we are one in Jesus, one 
heart and soul, and have one aim and purpose, in carrying on this 
work in faith. We serve one Lord and Master, who is our Strength 
and Refuge; our Helper in every time of need, and the only central 
point, to which all His poor servants press forward from every quar- 
ter. In this contemplation we sometimes have a foretaste of that 
bliss which shall be revealed, when, through mercy, we shall be 
with Him for ever, Those who have, in both our families, gone 
before us, to partake of that enjoyment in His presence, are truly 
blessed; and we believe, that we shall in His good time be united 
with them again before His throne. Meanwhile, may we, with 
faithfulness and resignation, do that which He has committed to us 
on earth. 

‘** We are truly thankful to you, and your Society for the Further- 
ance of the Gospel, for the present of new curtains to our church 
windows, sent by Brother Reuss, from Copenhagen. May the Lord 
grant to you, and all who assist you, His blessing. and the means of 
supporting the work committed to your care in so many parts of the 
earth. 
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**While I am writing this letter, in spirit I behold you, with 
many other servants of the Lord in our church, engaged at a general 
Synod, held at Herrnhut, in considering the whole extent of the 
labour of our Brethren among Christians and Heathen. Our fervent 
prayers are offered up unto Him, that He would preside by His 
Spirit in your assembly, and direct all your thoughts and resolutions 
for the benefit of His cause on earth, and the good of each congrega- 
tion and mission. As to our own proceedings, and the course of our 
congregation, I will add a brief account. 

‘** Having recovered from the fatigue, dangers, and terrors of our 
boisterous voyage from Copenhagen to this place, we were favoured 
to enjoy uninterrupted health, and could cheerfully enter upon our 
labours, nor have we lacked any thing. The course of the congre- 
gation has in general afforded us great joy. Our merciful Saviour 
laid a special blessing upon the preaching of the Word of the Cross. 
Cur daily meetings have been, more than ever, attended by the 
members of the congregation, who truly enjoyed the spiritual food 
prepared for them in the Scriptures, and in the privileges of the 
house of God. This affords great encouragement to us, and we 
resolve anew to do and suffer all things, that we may be favoured, 
amidst all our weakness, to set forth Jesus as the only Saviour, who, 
by His cross and death, procured life and salvation for sinners of 
every class and description. 

‘* Our gracious heavenly Father provided also most bountifully for 
the outward subsistence of our people. ‘They procured so great a 
number of seals, that they could furnish the Danish factories with an 
extraordinary supply, and still not. only reserve a sufficiency for 
winter consumption, but had a considerable surplus left in spring. 
It is worthy of remark, that this year, in April, such a number 
of seals appeared on our shores, that some of our Greenland brethren > 
caught thirty in two days. In general, the same species of seals 
leave this coast, to lay their young in some milder climate. 

‘* The frost throughout the winter was not unusually severe, but 
of long duration. We could hardly warm our habitations, especially 
as the great decrease of firewood always reminds us to be sparing of 
our stock. We receive every year about six or seven tons (Danish 
measure) of pit-coal, which do us the greatest service in the severest 
part of the season; but it is only a scanty supply for three rooms. 
Just now the weather is fine and warm, and if it continues so during 
the summer, we hope to reap a good crop from our garden. This 
consists of turnips, cabbages, and sallad. 

**Pray for us, and especially for me, that I may be strengthened 
and supported in health, as next winter I shall be left alone with 
two single Brethren, who are not sufficiently acquainted with the 
Greenland language. May I be enabled, through our Saviour’s 
grace, to do what is committed to me with faithfulness and zeal. 

** We much lament the necessity of our dear and valuable Brother 
Gorcke’s leaving this country, by which we lose his important ser- 
vices in this mission. To me he was a father and a friend. 
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‘*We recommend this mission, with ourselves, and our dear 
Greenland flock, to the remembrance and prayers of all our Brethren 
and friends in England and every where. 

JOHN LEHMANN.” 

N.B. From Lichtenfels, no letter has been received, in England, 
this year. 


Report of the formation of the New Settlement of FREDERICKSTHAL, 
near Staatenhuk,.on the southern coast of Greenland, in July and 
August, 1824, communicated by Brother J. C. KLEINSCHMIDT. 


“* Qn the 27th of July, at seven o’clock in the evening, we reached 
the place destined for the establishment of a fourth missionary 
station among the Greenlanders, thankful to the Lord our Preserver, 
for the protection we had experienced during our voyage from 
Lichtenau, and for many undeserved blessings enjoyed at His hands. 
On landing, we found the coast entirely deserted, all the Green- 
landers, who usually inhabit this district, having repaired to the 
neighbouring islands. During the whole of the following day we 
were unable to undertake any thing, on account of a raging storm, 
accompanied by violent rain; thus early were we made acquainted 
with the south wind, in all that violence with which it so frequently 
visits this extremity of the coast of Greenland. 

**On the 29th, we marked out a plot of ground for the erection of 
our tent. ‘That we might have sufficient room to stand upright in 
it, we first raised a wall of stones and sods, after the Greenland 
fashion, and upon this rude basement, the tent was properly secured. 
Its length is sixteen feet, and it consists of three divisions. The 
first is designed for Brother Kleinschmidt and his wife; the second 
for the single Brethren, Bauss and De Fries; the third for the Green- 
land Sisters, who had rowed us hither from Lichtenau; for, in the 
first instance, we found it impossible to erect a separate tent for 
them, owing to the want of a sufficient number of seal-skins. In 
this confined space we must therefore be satisfied to dwell, till we 
are able to construct a temporary Greenland house. In the evening 
of this day, we held our first meeting for devotion in the Greenland 
language in our tent, and felt sensibly that the Lord was present 
with His servants, according to His gracious promise. Nor-did we 
fail, on each succeeding day, to meet for mutual edification, and to 
implore the blessing of that Almighty Saviour, who has sent us 
hither to do His work, and to call the heathen to the knowledge 
and enjoyment of His great salvation. The Daily Words and Doc- 
trinal Texts in use in the Brethren’s church were a particular en- 
couragement to us in our solitude, during which, and under the pres- 
sure of various difficulties, we had often occasion to cry out, * Lord 
increase our faith.’ 

**On the 30th, we fixed upon the scite of our temporary habita- 
tien, in the neighbourhood of which our proper dwelling house, 
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church, and store-house are to be built. The spot which we have 
chosen is somewhat elevated, and affords a good foundation of rock. 
The garden ground is at some little distance, lower, and more humid, 
and is at present overgrown with angelica plants. It will be about 
thirty paces from the sea shore, and protected from the north wind 
by the wall of our temporary Greenland house. A small rivulet, 
which meanders through this lower ground, and which might be- 
come destructive by the melting of the winter snows, we have 
endeavoured to lead by another channel into the sea; at the same 
time to make it supply a little pond near the garden. In both these 
operations we succeeded, after much labour. ~To the north of our 
future dwelling house, at some distance, runs a considerable brook, 
its waters are full of salmon, and there is apparently no danger of 
inundation. To this we have given the name of Koenigsbach (King’s- 
brook).- The settlement itself will be called Fredericksthal, after 
our gracious monarch Frederick VI. King of Denmark, and from 
the circumstance of its being situated in the immediate vicinity of a 
little valley. This valley, as well as several others, lying to the 
north and south, is overgrown with brushwood; we need therefore 
not be very anxious about a supply of firewood. In regard to the 
needful preparations for building, we do not find things so convenient; 
many a rugged mass of stone must be removed, and many a hollow 
filled up, before we can lay the foundation of the settlement. We 
are not deterred from the prosecution of this work by its laborious- 
ness, but a hindrance of a peculiarly annoying nature opposes our 
progress, and will continue to do so till the cold weather sets in. 
‘Fhis arises from the myriads of musquitoes which swarm in Green- 
land in this season of the year. In no part of the country are they 
more numerous or troublesome than here; the air is absolutely peo- ’ 
pled with them, and they follow us wherever we turn; their sting is 
very painful, and occasions a constant itching and swelling of the part 
affected. In short, they constitute a plague, of which no one can 
form an adequate idea, who has not suffered from it. Even in our 
tent, we can only protect ourselves from their attacks by. a double 
curtain, which closes the entrance; and on their account, we find it 
necessary to shut up all the day long two milk goats, which we 
brought with us from Lichtenau. ‘We are the more surprised to find 
here such a multitude of these insects, because our place lies near 
the open sea. We are'consequently led to suppose, that the exces- 
sively cold winds do not prevail in this district. Of this, indeed, we 
are assured by all the Greenlanders; and the quantity of angelica, 
which is found here, is, no doubt, an additional proof of the superior 
mildness of this climate. 

“*3lst. We saw a kayak approaching the coast. It belonged to 
the newly baptized Greenlander, Christian Frederick, who had heard 
in Nennortalik of our arrival here. He immediately proceeded east- 
ward, to convey to his family, and other Greenlanders, the joyful 
intelligence. Three other boats, full of Greenlanders, followed in a 
short time. We hastened to the shore to meet them, and bade 
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them welcome with much emotion of heart, Hereupon they ex- 
claimed, ‘ O how thankful ought we to be to you, for this proof of 
your great love to us! When we yesterday heard of your arrival, 
we were so overjoyed, that we could not sleep in the night; our 
eagerness to come to you was so great, that we could scarcely wait 
for the break of day.’ These good people lost no time in erecting 
their tents, as near to ours as possible, and assured us, that our com- 
ing had been anxiously awaited by them ever since the summer com- 
menced, and that they had but quite recently left this district, on 
their usual summer excursions. 

‘* The first week in August was occupied with the continuation of 
our preparations for building. The salmon, taken out of the rivulet, 
we found excellent food; but being in want of other kinds of provi- 
sions, the two single Brethren set out for Nennortalik, to secure a 
supply, but were driven back by the ice upon the coast. August 
5th, two Greenlanders came from the eastward, and on the 6th, two 
others from the westward, on a visit tous. None of them had pre- 
viously heard of our arrival, which they promised to make known 
wherever they went. Observing us carrying stones to the building 
place, they immediately put their hands to the work, saying, that 
though it was somewhat fatiguing, it was not the less agreeable to 
them. 

‘* The 6th, being appointed for the ceremony of laying the founda- 
tion stone of owr temporary mission house, we repaired, towards 
evening, to the place, with our Greenlanders. After the singing of 
a hymn, the object of this undertaking was briefly declared to those 
present. During the singing of that verse, ‘ Christ doth our Corner- 
Stone remain; Our Rock which will unshaken stay, When Heaven 
and Earth are fied away,’ the Brethren Bauss and De Fries laid the 
stone, in the usual manner. Brother Kleinschmidt then kneeling 
upon it, offered up a fervent prayer, thanking the Lord our Saviour, 
for the mercy vouchsafed to the Greenland nation, whereby He has 
taught His servants, that no tribe is too remote or insignificant to be 
the object of His grace; beseeching Him at the same time, to shed 
abroad in the hearts of the poor heathen of this district, His love 
which passeth knowledge, and to make them wise unto salvation, 
through the teaching of His word, and the operation of His Holy 
Spirit. He concluded by imploring an especial blessing to rest upon 
the house which we are about to build, in His name; to be with us, 
whenever we meet together in it, and to cause our feeble testimony 
of His love unto death, to redound to His glory, and the eternal wel- 
fare of many souls. During the whole solemnity, the utmost silence 
and devotion prevailed; the heathen present, and even the youngest 
children, knelt in humble adoration before the Lord, whose presence 
in the midst of us was most powerfully and cheeringly felt. We 
were likewise favoured with bright and agreeable weather, which 
could not but enhance our enjoyment of this sacred festivity. ‘ Surely 
the Lord is in this place,’ was the language of all our hearts. We 


felt our faith and courage strengthened, and our determination 
Vou, It. 38 
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renewed, through grace, to devote ourselves to the cheerful pro- 
secution of that work which He has here committed to us. After 
singing the favorite hymn of the Ancient Brethren’s Church: + How 
amiable Thy habitations are,’ (see Hymn Book, No. 606,) the assem- 
bly was dismissed, with the Apostolical blessing. 

** The house which we have thus commenced building, is twenty- 
eight feet long, and about the same in width, and the walls, which 
are to be constructed of stones and sods, full two feet in thickness. 
It is to consist of two divisions; the smaller to be occupied by us, the 
larger to serve as a temporary place of worship; for which purpose, 
hereafter, the whole building may be appropriated. It is a great 
advantage to us, in prosecuting this work, that both sods and stones 
are easily procured; the latter being brought from the sea shore. 
We experience the utmost readiness on the part of the Greenlanders 
to assist our operations. 

** 8th. We made use of our excellent Church Litany, for the first 
time, and felt ourselves united in heart with our dear congregation, 
both in Christian and heathen lands. 

**The 9th was a joyful day to us all, six boats, full of Green- 
landers, arriving to visit us. The first contained a company of 
strange heathen, who, by their own account, reside full three days’ 
journey eastward of Staatenhuk. Though extremely ignorant, and 
altogether unacquainted with the object of our mission, they behaved 
in the most friendly manner to us, and expressed themselves highly 
pleased with their visit. We bought some seal skins from them, 
and invited them to repeat their visit in returning from Nennortalik. 
The people who came in the four next boats, expressed a great de- 
sire to remain with us; among them were some newly baptized con- 
verts. Towards evening, we had at length the pleasure to see our’ 
worthy assistants, Shem and Nathanael, arrive. They had left 
Lichtenau together with us, a fortnight ago, but had been obliged, 
by circumstances, to part from our company. 

** On the 10th, another boat, full of heathen, arrived; so that we 
had now ten tents erected around us. It was equally gratifying and 
remarkable, that as often as a new company landed, and we inquired 
who they were, the answer was returned, ‘ We belong to those who 
have come hither to be converted.” When we afterwards visited 
them in their tents, it was truly affecting to listen to their expres- 

sions of thankfulness, for our having at length come to reside among 
them. They repeatedly exclaimed, ‘O how thankful ought we to 
be to you, for this proof of your love.’ Indeed they appeared quite 
to vie with each other, in their endeavours to convince us of the 
reality of their gratitude. The same day our two boats returned 
with the Brethren Bauss and De Fries from Nennortalik. They had 
procured a quantity of building materials, and some needful articles 
of food, sufficient to place us above the fear of want, for some time to 
come. Our stock of utensils, particularly those for the table, is, 
however, as yet but meagre, though sufficient for pilgrims like our- 
selves. 
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** The arrival of such a number of Greenlanders had, by this time, 
rendered our little settlement very lively, and the meetings continued 
to be well attended by our visitors. Our tent being no longer capa- 
ble of containing the number of hearers, we were obliged to hold 
Divine Service under the canopy of Heaven. The missionary, who 
officiated, sat at the entrance of the tent, and the Greenlanders on 
the ground in the front of it; the men on the left, and the women on 
the right hand. 

**QOn the first occasion of this kind, Brother Kleinschmidt ad- 
dressed the assembled Greenlanders to the following effect: ‘ In 
the name of Jesus Christ our God and Saviour, who loves all man- 
kind unspeakably, and will have all men to be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth, teachers have come to you across the great 
ocean, to proclaim unto you, who have been hitherto wandering like 
sheep without a Shepherd, the way of Salvation, as revealed in the 
Word of God. Often have you yourselves declared, that it is your 
determination to forsake the works of Satan and all your former 
heathenish customs, and to turn unto Jesus Christ your Saviour, like 
your countrymen in the north. You have earnestly requested 
teachers to come and reside among you, for the express purpose 
of being instructed by them in the way to eternal happiness; and 
this your request has afforded the greatest joy to all the congrega- 
tions of the Brethren, on the other side of the great ocean. These 
kind friends, together with others, who wish you well, have spared 
no expense to bring about the fulfilment of your wishes; they rejoice 

in the hope, that you may receive the Gospel, and thus become 
their Brethren and Sisters in the Lord. Our gracious King, Fre- 
derick VI., who feels a paternal anxiety for your welfare, has been 
pleased to listen to your request, and has granted permission to your 
teachers to settle in the district of Narksamio. And since you have 
promised to attend to the instruction imparted to you, and to receive 
the Word of God with willing hearts, this spot has been chosen for 
their place of abode. From what has been already stated, you will 
easily understand, that only such persons can expect permission to 
reside here, who are desirous of being delivered from the power of 
sin and Satan: and who are willing to conform to all the rules and 
regulations of a congregation of believers. In such a congregation, 
on the other hand, hypocrites and evil-doers can find no place. As 
many among you, therefore, as have come hither with the purpose 
of remaining with your teachers, are requested to signify your wish 
to them, and likewise your willingness to conform to those whole- 
some and Christian rules and practices which are essential to the 
general welfare. Your teachers have no intention of exercising an 
assumed authority over you, or of enriching themselves at vour 
expense; their only aim is to bring you into willing subjection to the 
obedience of Christ, and to the precepts of His saving word, that 
you may enjoy present and eternal felicity. To this end they are 
constrained to combine the utmost seriousness with the most fatherly 
affection, in their conduct towards you. In your welfare they will 
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ever rejoice, and deeply will they mourn over any deviation from 
the right way. They desire mutual love to be the bond which 
unites us together. Be assured, that it is the heartfelt wish and 
prayer of all the congregations of Jesus, on the other side of the 
great ocean, that you may grow in grace, and in the love and know- 
ledge of Jesus Christ; and that you may be enabled to show, by your 
words and whole behaviour, that you are the children of God, in 
reality, as well as by profession. For ye have been dearly purchased, 
with the precious blood of Christ, that ye should henceforth no 
longer serve sin, or walk according to your former vain and 
heathenish customs. May Jesus Christ your’Saviour be and abide 
your Lord; to Him you owe every thing; your souls and bodies are 
His property, and to withhold yourselves from Him, would be a sin 
deserving of the severest punishment.’ 

** This address being concluded, Brother Kleinschmidt communi- 
cated to the Greenlanders present, several rules for the regulation 
of their outward conduct; to the due observance of which they 
willingly pledged themselves. 

‘13th. On this important memorial-day in the unity of the 
Brethren, we experienced the presence of our Saviour in the most 
reviving and comfortable manner, when our small missionary family, 
assembled in the Greenland hut, which serve us, at present, both 
for house and church. We covenanted with each other to remain 
united in true brotherly love, and implored the Lord our Saviour to 
approve Himself, even on this inhospitable coast, as the Shepherd. of 
His little flock, and to grant us out of the fulness of His grace an 
abundant compensation for the loss of those enjoyments, which had 
so often fallen to our lot, in fellowship with our Brethren in other 
places. 

‘© 15th. Two of our boats again returned in safety from Nennor- 
talik, with a supply of timber and bricks. They likewise brought 
us news, that the European vessel was still detained on her voyage 
hither from the north, by the ice. On this part of the coast, the 
sea has been tolerably free from ice ever since the 9th fstant; nor 
can we perceive any ice remaining in the direction of the Atlantic. 

‘16th. After several days of heavy rain, we were again favoured 
with dry weather, and could proceed with our building. 

** On the 17th, however, the rain returned, and we were again 
obliged to desist. 

‘* 18th. We spent a very uneasy night in our tent, a violent tem- 
pest from the south not permitting us to close our eyes in sleep. 
Late in the evening, our boat returned from Lichtenau, and brought 
us a cargo of drift wood, for the roof of our house: also fifteen sacks 
of dried herrings.. Our Brethren and Sisters in that settlement 
kindly sent us some loaves of bread, a most acceptable present, as 
we had nearly consumed the last in our possession. Thus the Lord 
helps us on from day to day, and will not let us suffer any real want. 
We are now in hopes of being enabled to complete our first build- 
ing, of which we are mucb in want; the’ approach of the cold 
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autumnal weather reminding us, how desirable it is, that we should 
soon leave our miserable tent, and get into a habitable dwelling. 
**Qist. A boat, full of heathen; arrived, and late in the day, 
three Greenland men, who all expressed a wish to remain with us. 
Being interrogated concerning the motive of their request, and 
whether their natural love of change had not, in any measure, in- 
influenced them? They replied, ‘No it is because we wish to hear 
of the Saviour, and are desirous to be converted.’ Their request 
was, of course, readily granted. We continually hear of more 
heathen, whoventertain the same desire, and have little doubt, but 
by the Lord’s blessing, we shall soon be surrounded with persons 
who are seeking the salvation of their souls. To render our place 
more easy of access to those Greenlanders, who live on the other 
side of the rivulet, we constructed a temporary wooden bridge over 
it, which will be a great convenience, especially to the women and 
children. Among other presents from our Brethren, at Lichtenau, 
is an old French horn, which we intend to make use of, to call our 
people to church. Brother Bauss can play hymn-tunes upon that 
instrument, and Brother Kleinschmidt on the flute. We put our 
plan into execution, for the first time, to-day; and were .much 
gratified to observe the eagerness with which our Greenlanders 
flocked to us, over the bridge. ‘This being the anniversary of the 
commencement of the first mission, undertaken by the Brethren’s 
church, ninety-two years ago, a discourse was delivered to our 
Greenlanders, from the peculiarly appropriate text of the day; dur- 
ing which the utmost stillness and attention prevailed. We cannot 
help being surprised at the decorum observed by our hearers, and 
that without any exhortation from us. As soon as the signal is 
given for the meeting, the men collect together at a little distance, 
and wait till the women have preceded, and taken their station, near 
the tent, when they follow and range themselves on the opposite 
side. This sense of propriety is something remarkable in heathen, 
otherwise so wild and untutored. Nor ought their honesty to be 
passed by unnoticed. For since it is not possible for us, in our pre- 
sent way of living, to keep any thing locked up, we are obliged to 
leave our provisions, and a number of other articles, lying about the 
tent, and, consequently, much exposed; but we never have had 
occasion to suspect these good people of taking any thing, or even 
removing it from its place. Indeed, their love and regard for us are 
shown not merely negatively, or by words alone, but we have sub 
stantial proof of their friendly disposition, in the quantity of salmon, 
wood, and other articles which they bring for us; all which they lay 
down before our tent, with the words, ‘ This we bring for your use,’ 
and then go away, without waiting for thanks or pay. This is quite 
contrary to the natural disposition of the Greenlanders, who general- 
ly look for an equivalent for any good office performed. Being 
sufficiently aware, that our present mode of living is very different 
from that to which Europeans are accustomed, they not unfrequently 
look at us with evident feelings of compassion, and exclaim, ‘ Alas! 
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poor people! You have it, indeed, very hard!’ We always assure 
them, in answer, that we are perfectly satisfied, and happy to live 
here; and that we account no trouble or inconvenience too severe, if 
we may but be favoured to see many of them converted to the Lord. 

** 22d. A post-kayak arrived, with the joyful news, that the ves- 
sel from Europe, so long expected, had reached Julianenhaab, on the 
19th instant. Our distance from that colony being very great, we 
lost no time in despatching the Brethren Bauss and De Fries, with 
our large boat, and two others, borrowed for the occasion, to fetch 
our portion of the cargo, commending them to the protection of our 
Heavenly Father. In the evening, two boats arrived, with Green- 
landers. Brother Kleinschmidt immediately visited them in their 
tents, and was received with the words, ‘ We have just been speak- 
ing of you, and you are already come to see us.’ Their desire to re- 
main with us seemed very great, and they promised willing obedience 
to the rules prescribed. Other Greenlanders followed on the 23rd 
and 24th, who all expressed the same eagerness to be instructed in 
the way of salvation. 

** During these days, our people were uncommonly successful in 
catching seals. They likewise took abundance of salmon in our 
rivulet, and seemed always highly delighted, when we would accept 
a share of their booty. 

** 26th. A heathen Greenlander came to us, with the request, that 
we whould permit a friend of his to be interred here, the deceased 
having left a particular injunction to this effect. We consented that 
the corpse should be brought hither. A similar wish had been ex- 
pressed by a woman, who died in the early part of the summer, 
before our arrival at Fredericksthal. Such occurrences, though 
trivial in themselves, afford, at least a pleasing evidence of the 
esteem which these poor people feel for the household of faith. 

** On the 27th, a heathen visited us, who made known his wish, to 
be permitted to live here, in a very earnest manner. His children 
were likewise, as he said, of the same mind with himself; but that 
he felt quite unworthy of so great a favour. He was affectionately 
assured, that there was no occasion to hesitate, on account of his 
supposed unworthiness, but that every thing depended on the desire 
he felt to be truly converted to the Lord, and to live to Him. This 
he joyfully declared to be his full determination. 

‘* The attendance, at the evening meeting, is now more numerous 
than ever, and we are greatly encouraged, by observing the devout 
attention with which our hearers listen to the glad tidings of salva- 
tion, through a crucified Saviour. 

‘* Our fervent and daily prayer will continue to be, that the Lord 
our Saviour would accompany the preaching of His saving word with 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, and grant to His poor ser- 
vants the favour to be used as instruments in His hand, for the 
conversion of sinners; that thus many souls may be led by their 
ministry to seek and find salvation through His blood; and be ena- 
bled to take daily out of His fulness grace for $race. We commend 
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ourselves, and the flock we are appointed to serve, to the faithful 
remembrance and intercession of all our dear Brethren and friends. 
JOHN CONRAD KLEINSCHMIDT.” 
JOHN FREDERICK BAUSS. 
JOHN ARNOLD DE FRIES.” 

N.B. It appears, by a subsequent letter, from Brother Klein- 
schmidt, that the first baptismal transaction at Fredericksthal, took 
place on the 2d of September, 1824, accompanied by a powerful 
perception of the presence and grace of Jesus. 


WEST INDIES. 
ANTIGUA. 


From Brother Joun Goprrey SHILL. 


** Sr. Jonun’s, Wovember 27, 1825. 
‘* My Dear BrotHER—I had long promised myself the pleasure 
of commencing my English correspondence with you, but circum- 
stances have hitherto deprived me of it. On the present occasion, 


I feel unequal to the task, and must have recourse to my native 


tongue, in order to communicate to you the affecting particulars of 
the loss which we have, unexpectedly, sustained, by the departure 
of our dear Brother Richter into eternal rest. This event, which 
took place on the 29th of September, not only caused to all of us the 
deepest affliction, but has been the means of adding so considerably 
to our labour, that we find it very difficult to get through the 
various duties, which have devolved upon us. 

‘* Our dear late Brother had been, for some time past, ina rather 
precarious state of health, yet he continued to labour with his accus- 
tomed activity, and to attend with the greatest zeal to every depart- 
ment of the service intrusted to him, till Sunday, the 25th of Sep- 
tember. This being our prayer-day, he preached in the morning, 
after which he administered the sacrament of holy baptism to fifteen 
adults, and then met the class of candidates for baptism, to which 
thirty-four persons were admitted. He was likewise present at the 
following meeting of the congregation, at which twenty-four persons 
were received into the congregation, and eight re-admitted. These 
were his concluding ministrations in the church of Christ on earth. 
In the evening of the same day, he felt uncommonly weak, but no 
alarming symptoms showed themselves. On Monday, he attempted 
to walk into the town, where he had some business to transact; but 
was obliged to return home, and submit to be nursed. The medi- 
cine administered operated powerfully, but a restless night succeed- 
ed, and on the Tuesday fever came on. Another uneasy night pro- 
duced a rapid diminution of strength, yet he remained sitting up 
during great part of Wednesday, and conversed with several baptized 
negroes. He also attempted to write, but was forbidden to do it by 
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the doctor, who, however, gave the best hopes of his recovery 
The fever increasing, other remedies were prescribed, but without 
being followed by the desired amendment; his tongue meanwhile 
became so much affected, that it was difficult for him to speak. He 
gave, however, some directions relating to the business of the follow- 
ing day, and on our wishing him a good night, replied, ‘ I wish it 
with all my heart, I have great need of one.” The night again 
proved restless, yet unattended with pain. About four o’clock in 
the morning, his pulse and breathing became so feeble, that the 
doctor was sent for in haste; the latter immediately called in another 
medical gentleman, who gave no hopes. The patient remained per- 
fectly sensible, and free from pain; though he was able to speak but 
little. His dear wife asking him, if he were ready to go home to 
our Saviour? he answered cheerfully in the affirmative; and when 
he observed her weeping at the prospect of separation, he bid her 
be of good courage, and look to our Saviour for comfort. Soon after 
six o’clock, he took some medicine, this was followed by a severe 
fit, which completely exhausted his little remaining strength. It 
being now evident, that the Lord would take His faithful servant 
home to Himself, we assembled around his bed, and Brother Rob- 
bins, more by tears than words, commended his departing spirit into 
the hands of its Redeemer, and concluded with pronouncing the 
blessing of the Lord upon him. During the singing of a hymn, his 
ransomed spirit took its flight, in the most gentle and peaceful man- 
ner, to the realms of eternal bliss. Our late Brother had attained 
to the age of 57 years; of which, upwards of thirty had been spent 
in the service of the mission in this Island. I will not attempt to 
describe to you our painful sensations, on experiencing the unlooked- 
for bereavement. We have, indeed, lost a most -faithful and in- 
defatigable fellow-labourer; a man of peace, equally beloved and 
esteemed by all who knew him. His memory will remain blessed 
in this Island, and his works do follow him. 

‘< The news of our late Brother’s departure was no sooner con- 
veyed to the different missionary stations, than all the missionaries 
hastened to town, and united with us in mourning over the loss of 
this revered ‘servant of the Lord Our premises were soon crowded 
with negroes, all anxious to testify their sorrow, and to obtain, once 
more, a sight of their beloved teacher. Many came from the most 
distant estates, regardless of the rest which the heat of the day 
demanded; and while they stood round the corpse, the tears, which 
rolled down their sable cheeks, and the exclamations which broke 
from many of them, ‘ Our good father, our good master is no more!’ 
bore witness to the affection with which his memory was regarded. 
‘The funeral took place on Friday, the 30th. Brother Newby 
delivered a discourse, on the words of our Lord, Matt. xxv. 21— 
‘ Well done, thou good and faithful Servant, &c.’ The auditory, 
which consisted of whites and people of colour, as well as negroes, 
was so numerous, that the church could nét contain them all; the 
greatest decorum, however, prevailed, and that peace of God, which 
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passeth all understanding, filled our hearts, and comforted us richly. 
Che corpse was carried by six negro assistants to its resting place in 
our burial-ground, where the service was read by Brother Taylor. 
\ particular meeting with our negro congregation concluded the 
solemnities of the day, at which we called to mind the faithful ser- 
vices of our late Brother, and rejoiced in fellowship with him, and 
with the whole church triumphant. 

‘** As soon as it was practicable, we held our mission-conference, 
to make several needful arrangements. Brother Newby, as the 
oldest and most experienced member of our missionary family, was 
unanimously requested to undertake the superintendance of the mis- 
sion. The supply of the new station, at Mountjoy, was provided 
for, with the assistance of the Brethren at Gracehill, and occasional 
help from Brother Taylor, at Newfield. We hope, however, soon 
to receive an accession of labourers from Europe, for we are un- 
equal, with our present numbers, to the discharge of our continually 
increasing duties. For some time past, we have been all, more or 
less, ailing, but have experienced, to the praise of our gracious 
Lord, that He grants His servants strength according to their day, 
and supports them in every hour of trial and difficulty, As to my- 
self, all I can say is, that I do my best to be useful; I am glad to 
render such assistance as my limited knowledge of the English 
language will permit; and, with this view. uudertake to officiate at 
funerals and baptisms, to visit the sick, and perform other similar 
duties. Public speaking I continue to find very difficult. Often am 
{ obliged to spend the night in preparation for this service, the 
hours of the day being too fully occupied with other engagements. 
The Lord, however, will, I trust, enable me to overcome even this 
difficulty. 

** When we lately spoke with the individuals belonging to the 
class of new people, about fourteen hundred negroes called upon us. 
At such a time, we are, as you may suppose, occupied from morning 
till night. 

‘** The prayer-day which followed, was a day of particular bless- 
ing to our whole congregation. On this occasion, nine adults were 
baptized, seventeen persons received into the congregation, six re- 
admitted, twenty-nine admitted into the class of candidates for bap- 
tism. Such seasons truly rejoice our hearts. 

‘* We shall be anxiously looking for help from our dear Brethren 
in Europe, of whose sympathy and faithful remembrance of us at the 
throne of grace, we are well assured. 

‘* Meanwhile, we will proceed in the strength of the Lord our God, 
and commend ourselves and the congregation we are favoured to 
serve, to the guidance of His grace and Spirit. 

‘* We beg affectionately to salute you, and all our dear Brethren 
of the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel. I am your affec- 
tionate Brother, 

JOHN GODFREY SHILL.” 
VOL. I. 
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From Brother Joun Taytor. 


“ NEWFIELD, WVovember 14, 1825. 

“Dear BrotHER—In our last mission-conference, your letter of 
the 8th of June, addressed to our late Brother Richter, was handed 
to me, with the request that I would answer it. This I do with 
pleasure, though I could have wished the task to have been com- 
mitted to abler hands. You will have been already informed of the 
loss which this mission has sustained, by the very unexpected depar- 
ture of our dear Brother Richter, on the 29th September. Though 
his last illness was but of a few days duration, it had been evident, 
for a considerable time, that his naturally vigorous constitution was 
much impaired, of which loss of appetite and general debility were 
symptoms not to be mistaken. He continued nevertheless to be 
diligently occupied in the laborious duties of his office till the very 
day of his departure. In him, the mission has lost a most faithful 
and zealous servant, and that, at a period, when his services appear- 
ed to be more than ever needed. Yet we desire to submit to the 
all-perfect will of our gracious Master, and instead of murmuring, 
to unite with increased fervour in prayer to the Lord of the harvest, 
that He would raise up other servants for the performance ot this 
great work, and send them forth, endowed with a large portion of 
His grace and spirit. Our dear Sister Richter bears her loss with 
true christian resignation. She has been severely affected with 
rheumatism in the face, but is now nearly recovered. 

“* T now proceed to reply to the inquiries contained in your letter, 

**In July of the present year, it was resolved in our mission- 
conference, to commence the building of school-houses, of which you | 
are aware we have long been in want. I was directed to make the 
beginning here at Newfield, and undertook the commission with 
pleasure, and though the work may probably be somewhat delayed 
by circumstances, we hope, ere long, to be enabled to prove to our 
kind friends and benefactors in England, that their assistance in this 
department of our labours is not bestowed in vain. 

‘* The method of instruction which our missionaries have pursued 
for many years, at all our stations, has been to invite the negroes 
and people of colour, both children and adults, bond or free, to attend 
them, at such hours as could be spared from their ordinary duties. 
In this way, many have been taught to read; and from the number of 
those who have been instructed, both children and adults, a large 
proportion of the teachers have been derived, who are now employ- 
ed in our various schools These schools are held at the missionary 
stations, on Sunday and Monday evenings, and likewise on the estates 
at noon and night; all field negroes being allowed two hours at noon 
to rest. 

‘* Besides learning to read, our scholars commit to memory texts 
of scripture and hymns, which they repeat twice a week, in a meet- 
ing held at the church, the missionary adding some explanatory re- 
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marks. We make use of the same opportunity to teach them to 
sing: and we are often pleased to hear them engaged in singing 
hymns, during their hours of work. Many of the adults possess 
copies of the Bible, and the children are supplied with New Testa- 
ments; some have also the abridged edition of the Brethren’s Hymn- 
book, published some years ago, in Ireland. As the desire for 
instruction increases, the mission-conference has thought it needful 
to employ a negro brother and sister at each place, to have the care 
of the schools, and to allow each of them 2s. Sd. currency per 
week; and to provide those children with candles, whose parents are 
too poor to do it. The books received, from time to time, from our 
worthy friends in England, are partly sold at reduced prices, and 
partly distributed gratuitously. 

** You are well aware, my dear Brother, that the missionaries 
here have no time to keep school on Sunday. We are all busily 
occupied from sunrise till late in the evening, with other duties of 
our calling; with public and private services in the chapel, speaking 
with the various classes of our people, and settling differences, 
when they have occurred. Indeed, we have scarcely leisure suffi- 
cient to take the necessary food. During the week, we are em- 
ployed with but little intermission, in visiting the sick, officiating at 
funerals, conversing with individuals, both at home and on the estates, 
and holding two services on four different evenings. 

‘* Our dear friends in England are no doubt aware, that schools 
cannot be conducted in the West Indies, in the same manner as in 
our settlements on the coast of Greenland or Labrador, or at the 
Cape of Good Hope. They may however rest assured of our anxi- 
ous desire to do all we can for the spiritual welfare and instruction of 
the negroes. We feel and acknowledge our little strength, but we 
trust that as long as we are enabled, through divine grace, to keep 
the word of our Saviour’s patience, and to follow His direction in 
simplicity, He will preserve us in the hour of temptation, and bless 
our feeble and imperfect endeavours. 

‘* He has been pleased to prosper the labours of the Brethren’s 
missionaries in the West Indies, for upwards of ninety-three years; 
during which period many thousand slaves have, we humbly trust, 
been delivered from the bondage of sin and Satan, and are now in 
heaven, singing, ‘ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and hath 
redeemed us to God by His blood.’ Of such grace, we indeed deem 
ourselves unworthy, and we pray the more earnestly, that we may 
not be found unfaithful stewards, or slothful servants of our blessed 
Master, but be enabled to keep that good thing which he hath com- 
mitted unto us, till He come. 

‘* The three last months have been intensely hot, and much un- 
healthiness has in consequence prevailed. Our dear Brother Pro- 
cop is at present very infirm, suffering from frequent attacks of 
fever: last week he was unable to hold any meetings. Brother 
Lehill and his wife have likewise been ailing, but are better again. 
Our family was increased on the 17th September, by the birth of a 
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son, and that of Brother Robins, on the 20th, by a similar event. 
On the Ist November, Sister Kochte was safely delivered of a 
daughter. The mothers are all doing well; a mercy for which we 
feel truly thankful. 

‘* J have yet to mention, with gratitude to the Lord our Preserver, 
that we have been mercifully protected from all harm, during the 
hurricane season. With cordial salutations to all our dear Brethren 
and friends, 

JOHN TAYLOR.” 


BARBADOES. 
From Brother S. BRuNNER. 


‘* SHARON, near BRIDGETOWN, Sefitember 23, 1825. 

‘* My Dear BrotHER—In my letter of August 23, I gave you 
some particulars of the present state of this mission, and mentioned 
the necessity that exists of an additional supply of labourers. Since 
that time, I regret to say, this necessity has not at all diminished, 
Brother Lichtenthaler continuing to grow daily weaker, so that he is 
now scarcely able to walk across tie room. We contemplate his 
probable early removal from us with feelings of the utmost sorrow 
and concern, as he promised to be a very useful assistant in this 
mission. 

** You will be gratified to learn, that every successive Sunday, we 
have the pleasure to see an increase in the number of our hearers, 
and that the attendance at the evening meeting is much greater than 
ever I could have expected. When we last spoke with the new 
people belonging to our small flock, no less than twenty-four negroes 
came, for the first time, and most of them appeared to be truly con- 
cerned for their salvation. On Sunday next, five women will be 
added to the church by holy baptism. The day before yesterday, | 
~was seriously indisposed with the bilious fever, and intended to hold 
but one meeting in our dwelling house, instead of the two public ser- 
vices inthe church. But when, in the evening, I raised my head, 
to see if any people were arrived, and beheld so large a company, 
that our hall would not have contained half of them, I could not help 
removing with them to the church, where the Lord graciously 
enabled me to go through the service. 

** May the Lord lay His blessing upon all the arrangements which 
have been made by the late Synod, and cause them to redound to the 
welfare of our church and missions. Our prayers were frequently 
offered up in your behalf, while you were engaged in your important 
deliberations. We commend ourselves to your remembrance, and 
intercession at the throne of grace. 

‘*T am your affectionate Brother, 
SAMUEL BRUNNER.” 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 
From Brother H. P. HALLBECK. 


“ GNADENTHAL, Seftember 28, 1825, 

‘** Dear BrotHER—Your favour of June 12th, contained, in the 
first place, some account of the stay of our children in London, for 
which my wife and I are particularly grateful; as also for your short 
letter of June 14th, mentioning their safe arrival in Kleinwelke. 
You may easily imagine with what anxiety we had looked for this 
agreeable intelligence, and with what unspeakable pleasure we learnt, 
that their voyage had been so remarkably prosperous. We are much 
obliged to you, for your kind attention to them, and most happy to 
learn, that they had generally found favour in the sight of all friends. 
O may they but be pleasing unto Him to whom they have been dedi- 
cated from their tenderest infancy. 

‘*] am glad that the drawing of the bridge has arrived safe. It 
was made by Mr. Melville, during a very agreeable visit he paid us 
on his return to his post, at Griquatown. The length of the bridge, 
the only one at present in the colony, and built by the Hottentots of 
Gnadenthal, without the assistance of European workmen is 230 
teet; its breadth sufficient for a wagon to cross it in safety, and the 
carriage road 18 or 19 feet above the summer level of the water. 

** The Brethren Luttring and Nauhauss promise to become most 
useful amongst us. May we soon receive one or two more of the 
same character. Many thanks for your several communications, 
and particularly for those relating to the inundations in Germany. 
They have not been altogether in vain. I have circulated the 
papers among my friends at Capetown, and one of them, a German, 
has, in consequence, transmitted £40 sterling to his suffering rela- 
tions, and probably others have followed his example, though I know 
nothing of it. 

** In a late letter, from Brother Clemens, I received very cheer- 
ing accounts of the state of the congregation at Groenekloof. Th« 
celebration of August 13th, and September 7th, has been attended 
with extraordinary blessing. Brother Clemens writes, ‘ that a re- 
markable perception of the presence of our Saviour accompanied 
these solemnities. After the baptism of four adults had taken place, 
during which a general emotion was observed, it was as if the whole 
congregation assembled was visited with a special out-pouring of the 

Holy Spirit. They prayed and sang together with unusual fervour, 
forgave each other, and entered into a blessed covenant of love, that 
they would live to Jesus, and serve Him with full purpose of heart. 
In this spirit they proceeded, before the close of the day, to visit 
the sick and infirm inhabitants of our place, to administer comfort. 
and to sing and pray with them.’ With us the 7th of Septembe: 
was celebrated in a similar manner, and it was a day of blessing to 
the whole congregation. "We concluded with the Lord’s Supper, of 
which fifteen persons partook for the first time. However, we are 
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not without our troubles. Shortly before the abovementioned fes- 
tival, two Hottentot men, one of whom has resided here but for a 
short time, slaughtered a stray bullock, which had haunted our 
neighhourhood fer a length of time, expecting probably that the 
owner would never be found. However, an old honest Hottentot 
made it known, and the owner having made his appearance, the 
transgressors were delivered up to the proper authorities, and are 
now in prison. 

‘** During this month, fourteen persons have come to live at Elim, 
and the state of that little congregation is remarkably pleasing. A 
Sunday school and the Sunday’s service are very well attended. 
Seven adults were baptized at Hemel en Aarde last Sunday. Brother 
Thomson is stationed there for a few weeks, to relieve Brother Leit- 
ner, who was rather in a poor state of health. All the Brethren 
and Sisters are well, and beg to be kindly remembered to you, the 
Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel, and all other friends.” 

** November 3d. 

** Towards the end of last month I paid an agreeable visit at Elim 
and Hemel en Aarde. At the former place, preparations are mak- 
ing for the erection of a new dwelling-house, and for converting the 
present one into a temporary church and school. During the pro- 
gress of these operations, I shall probably have occasion to spend a 
considerable portion of time at that settlement, and I am therefore 
glad to have a horse, which will carry me thither in a day, without 
any great exertion. Inthe month of September, nineteen persons 
came to live in Elim; and on the Sth October, the first adult 
heathen was baptized; eight very comfortable Hottentot houses, laid 
out in regular streets, have been built, and the people have excellent 
gardens, which, in some respects, surpass the gardens of Gnaden- 
thal. Brother Luttring has, at a very trifling expense, so improved 
the mill, that he is able to grind a muid (three Winchester bushels) 
in an hour. When the place came into our possession, only two or 
three muids conld be ground in twenty-four hours. A Sunday 
school opened in July, both for adults and young people, is very 
well attended, and an evident blessing rests upon it. Two instances 
have occurred of persons who have learnt to read in the short time 
that has since elapsed. When I was last in Elim, a friend took me 
and my company to the seashore, to see the spot, (near Cape 
Aiguillas,) where the Arniston East Indiaman was wrecked in 1815. 
A monument has been erected on the beach, to the memory of four 
children who perished on that melancholy occasion, by their dis- 
consolate parents. On our road we passed through large herds of 
bontebocks (a species of antelope,) which being left undisturbed are 
very tame, and suffer you to approach quite close to them. Several 
farmers, in this neighbourhood, suffer extremely from the incursions 
of these creatures, which visit the cornfields during the night in 
great numbers, and often destroy more than half the crop. 

‘* Brother Leitner and his wife have begn both ailing, but I am 
happy to say, are better again. The state of their flock at Hemel 
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en Aarde, gives them great joy. Here, at Gnadenthal, all the mis- 
sionaries are well, and the peace of God our Saviour reigns among 
us. On the 5th of October, Sister Voigt was safely delivered of a 
daughter; both mother and child are doing well. The course of our 
congregation continues encouraging. Several of its members, per- 
sons of excellent character, have lately been removed to another 
world; among them was Sau/ Vallentyn, who desired to be especially 
yemembered to you. Last Sunday, five adults were baptized, and 
eight persons received into the congregation. Next Sunday, twenty 
will be spectators to the Holy Communion, eleven are appointed 
candidates, and nine for confirmation. Brother Nauhauss and his 
wife lately conversed with the individuals belonging to this congre- 
gation, and are quite delighted with their work. We are now 
engaged with the erection of another house, to contain apartments 
for two missionary families, and the needful store-rooms. It will 
stand in a line with the cellar built last year; and thus a street will 
be formed, to the westward of the church, by taking a little ground 
from the garden and vineyard, both of which have been enlarged in 
other directions. The garden has received an addition towards the 
kloof, and 6000 vines have been planted close to the vineyard in 
Cornland’s kloof. 

‘*In the course of the year past, our Hottentots have been in 
tolerable circumstances, but another year of scarcity is probably ap- 
proaching. In our immediate neighbourhood, as well as further in 
the interior, the rust has nearly destroyed the wheat, and in other 
parts, for instance in the Cape and Slattenbosch district, a continued 
drought has greatly injured, and in some places, annihilated the 
wheat, barley, and oats. I saw a large farm between this place and 
Hemel en Aarde, where the wheat had not come up at all, for want 
of moisture, and the barley had been so much injured by the drought, 
that the owner had been obliged to turn his cattle into the field, in 
order to have some little return for his labour. The fields of our 
Hottentots, up to this time, look somewhat better than those of their 
neighbours, but the rust has begun at length to shew itself; and the 
mischief once begun, there is every reason to apprehend that it will 
spread. Under these circumstances, we must expect that our poor 
Hottentots will again retrograde in their outward affairs; but we are 
in our Saviour’s hands, who, doubtless, has good and wise reasons 
for permitting this calamity to befal us. Wheat has already risen 
to upwards of $200 the muid. 

‘* According to the latest accounts from Groenekloof, all were well 
in that settlement; from Enon, I have had no letter for a considera- 
ble time.” 

** November 16, 1825. 

‘*In my last letter I mentioned the disheartening prospect of 
another failure of the crop, and, alas, the reports, from all quarters, 
prove it to be but too well founded. The rust has been as mis- 
chievous as ever, and there are a great many farmers who have not 

a grain of wheat to expect. The barley likewise, is generally in- 
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different, and, in some parts, has failed altogether, for want of rain. 
It appears as if this calamity might continue, as once in Egypt, for 
seven years. Five years have already passed, during which the rust 
has visited us, though once or twice only partially, nor has any 
human skill been able to ascertain the cause of it. Whatever con- 
jectures are formed one year, are always contradicted by the ex- 
perience of a succeeding season. You have in England many agri- 
cultural societies, and other learned bodies; are there none among 
them who have had an opportunity to investigate the cause and 
nature of the rust? Whatever I have as yet heard from England on 
the subject is very vague and unsatisfactory. 

**I do not find the word Rust in Agricultural Reports, but it 
appears to be used as a synonyme for mildew or smut, whereas it is 
quite a distinct disease, attacking not the ear, but the straw, not in 
the shape of mildew, but having the exact appearance of rust on 
iron. We have received the recipe you sent us from a friend, but 
it seems to be intended as a cure for smut, and not for rust. How- 
ever, we shall make the trial, though it is very unlikely, indeed, 
that the rust has any thing to do with the seed, since the worst rust- 
wheat of 1823, which appeared to have no farinaceous substances 
whatever, but only the shell and the germ of the grain, produced, in 
1824, the best wheat imaginable. The most probable opininon is, 
that the rust is a fungus; but then comes the difficulty, how does it 
happen, that this fungus for a whole century was never seen in 
wheat, but only in rye, and that now it is mostly the reverse, though 
indeed this year, both rye and wheat have been destroyed In the 
fields of our Hottentots, the rust is every where seen, yet one half of 
the people have hopes of receiving some return; but all those lands 
which were sown late, need not be cut, for they will not produce one 
single grain. 

** From Enon, we are still without accounts, and I am almost in- 
duced to fear, that our worthy Brother Schmitt may have had a 
relapse. We shall feel the loss of his services greatly. Here we 
continue well, with the exception of Sister Thomsen, who has been 
seriously indisposed for some weeks past. 

‘< That my own health remains so good, is a subject of daily thank- 
fulness with me; a year ago I thought that it was somewhat impaired 
by the multiplicity of business which, from circumstances, fell to my 
lot; but I now feel stronger than ever, though my share of labour 
continues nearly the same. I can declare, to the praise of my mer- 
ciful Saviour, that I experience the truth of that precious promise 
in His holy word, ‘ As thy day, so shall thy strength be.’ He has, 
indeed, often proved to me, that however great the insufficiency of 
His servants, His grace can support them, if they put their whole 
confidence in Hiin. 

‘* All the missionaries here unite in affectionate salutations to you, 
the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel, and to all our kind 
friends and well-wishers. ‘ 

‘* Your affectionate Brother, 
‘“‘H. P. HALLBECK. 
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P.S. Passing along the coast, between Hemel en Aarde and Elim, 
near Cape Aguillas, I saw at a distance, in the Indian ocean, the 
new steam-boat, from England, bound to the East Indies.” 


From Brother J. H. Scumitr. 


** Dated Enon, Seftember 27, 1825. 

** Dear BrotTHER—I have, for this long time past, intended to 
answer your several interesting letters, but it seems as if it were not 
possible to get leisure enough to write a single letter. 

‘* Your two letters, of February 25th and April 25th, ‘we received 
with many thanks. I am sorry that you had not received the two 
drawings, which our good friend Mr. Hancke had procured, and 
sent to you by opportunity. 

‘‘ The iron pipes you kindly procured for us, arrived safe, shortly 
after I had written in February, and have done us the most essen- 
tial service. We now lose no water, and our distress, on that score, 
is relieved for a great many years to come. They have been of 
great use while we were making bricks and building, in which we 
have been employed for a long time past, either on our own pre- 
mises, or in the kraal, (village.). The goods sent by our agent, and 
the articles of clothing sent by you, as a present from friends, for 
the use of the Hottentots, have likewise arrived safely, and we beg 
you to return our best thanks for them. The clothing was particu- 
larly acceptable, and my wife was enabled to make the most of it, 
for the benefit of our poor, as there were pieces of cloth not worked 
up as articles of dress, These generous gifts arrived at a time 
when we had a number of sick, who were thrown out of work. 
The poor people begged us, with tears of joy and gratitude, to ex- 
press their thanks to the kind friends in England, who had thus 
considered them and their necessities; and to assure them, that they 
should offer up fervent prayers to the Lord, that He might grant 
them a rich reward. 

‘* My wife has been so much and constantly employed in outward 
concerns, that she is hardly able to sit down to write a letter. Dur- 
ing the eighteen years that we have been favoured to serve in the 
Cape mission; we have never had so much business on hand. We 
aré therefore very desirous to see Brother Lemmerz return, and 
hope that he will bring some assistants with him, and likewise a 
Brother to fill my place, for I am much weakened by repeated 
attacks of illness, and must request my dismissal. 

‘** During the last eleven months, ninety new people have come to 
live here. Thus I have not said too much in my last, that probably 
at the end of this year, there would be four hundred inhabitants at 
Enon. Brother Lemmerz, on his return, will find a great alteration, 
The street is much longer than it was a year ago, and a handsome 
house stands in a line with it, containing both a dwelling house and 
a carpenter’s shop. Two settlers, from London, assisted in the 
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building, who demeaned themselves in a very orderly and quiet 
manner. 


‘* Enon has been so much enlarged, and in every respect im- 
proved, within these few years, that I am often excited to joy and 
thankfulness towards our gracious God and Saviour, by whose pro- 
tection, grace, and blessing, the work has been founded and main- 
tained. He has, indeed, fulfilled the promise which He gave us 
when you and we were here, by the text of Scripture opened on 
that occasion. Jer. xxxiii. 12. Who would have expected, when, 
in 1816, the wild appearance of this valley seemed rather appalling, 
that, according to the gracious purpose of God, so great a change 
would take place, and the prophetic text alluded to, be so soon ful- 
filled, when even in 1819, all hope seemed to vanish, by the des- 
truction of the first settlement in the Caffre war. . But the Lord had 
laid a sure foundation, and notwithstanding all those disastrous events, 
inspired us with courage and a firm résolution not to quit our post, 
but to build again in the midst of the thicket. All our fears were 
taken away. In 1818, we experienced how great the value of a 
draught of fresh water is in this hot African climate, and if we 
wished to have that enjoyment, we had to walk to the large yellow- 
wood tree, where some fresh water yet remained in the Witte 
Revier. The little water we had at our first place, (old Scheper’s) 
was bad and stinking. This want of water, and the events of the 
Caffre war, which broke out in that year, were severe trials, but the 
promise alluded to remained firm, and the dreadful devastation by 
the Caffres was even made the means of occupying a much more 
advantageous situation on our return. | 

** As to their external support, the Hottentots find Enon, by the 
blessing of God, a very eligible place to dwell in. Those that will 
work, may earn their livelihood. Many who came hither without a 
farthing, and clothed in nothing but a kaross, have by their industry, 
become possessed of cottages and gardens, though they were obliged, 
with their own hands, to clear away the thicket before they could 
build or plant. They are likewise decently clothed. All this they 
effected at a time, when no bread could be purchased for them. 
Though the increase, by the arrival of new comers, who obtained 
leave to live here, was very considerable, and most of them were 
very poor, none have suffered hunger. Several of our inhabitants 
last year reaped good crops from their gardens. God has giveri to 
our garden grounds His blessing, and we have reaped an abundant 
crop of Indian corn, beans, and pumpkins, insomuch that we could 
supply many that had need. Of the latter fruit, we had about 4000, 
and by the kind gifts of our friends, our poor-box was able to lend 
much assistance. 

‘** The quarry of good stone, discovered in your.valley, has yield- 
ed a large supply of stones for building, both for our own use, and for 
the walled cottages of the Hottentots. 


** A methodist preacher has been statéoned with the Cape regi- 
ment. 
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** Of the missionaries in Caffraria, we have received no further 
account. The Caffres are quiet; some, however, come over the 
frontier so steal, About the middle of August, we heard that a 
party of them were encamped in the wood near Strubel’s place. 
Our Hottentots were immediately ready to pay them a visit, and 
found them.in a glen, not far from Scheper’s farm, into which hard- 
ly ever a human creature had penetrated. As soon as the Caffres 
heard the Hottentots in the thicket, they fled with great haste, 
leaving behind them forty-six skins of the blue antelope, and the 
snaring ropes, with which they catch these animals. They had 
done some mischief, and stole some cattle on Scheper’s farm. 

‘‘ We lament the early departure of Brother Roechling, on his 
way to us. It is the Lord’s doing. Our thoughts are not His 
thoughts, nor His ways our ways, He knows best what to ordain 
respecting His servants, but it behoves us to be resigned to His 
gracious dispensations. Some time ago three women departed this 
life at Enon, much to our sorrow. Christiana Baly was one, who 
came hither with her husband, and, like the other two, gave proof 
of true conversion of heart. Their hearts and lips overflowed with 
thanks and praise for all the Lord had done for their souls. Such 
instances are truly encouraging, and preach powerfully to all. 

‘The loss of three Brethren in the Elders’ Conference of the 
Unity, by their happy departure to eternal rest, has undoubtedly 
very much increased the labour of those that remain. May the 
Lord, in mercy, grant faithful and active successors. 

‘*T have hitherto said nothing of myself, and what I might say 
would, I believe, be unpleasant to you to hear. In May, I was 
seized with a very heavy illness, and thought it might tend to my 
dissolution. To me it was a painful time, and to my wife, a season 
of great trouble. I was not anxious to remain longer here below, 
but rather prayed to our Saviour to take me to Himself, but it has 
pleased Him to restore me. But as my strength fails, and I can no 
longer serve here with my wonted activity, I have requested my dis- 
missal, and that I may, for the present, remove to Gnadenthal. My 
wife will give you a more detailed account of our circumstances, but 
I fear cannot finish it before I must close my packet. I hope soon 
to answer your son’s letter, and with cordial salutation to all Brethren 
and friends, and commending ourselves to their prayers, 

‘*T am ever, dear Brother, your most affectionate, 
JOHN HENRY SCHMITT.” 


A Postscript from Sister A. ScHMITT. 


**T beg you to accept my apology for not being able to finish a 
letter I had begun to write to you some time ago, but hope soon to 
do it. I ought long ago to have acknowledged the receipt of muslin, 
cottons, &c. as bespoke for my little school, and of the cask of cloth- 
ing, sent for distribution among the poor of Enon, which afforded 
most seasonable relief. 
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‘* For the first five months of this year, a bilious fever raged 
among our people, which, however, begins now to abate. None 
have departed this life in consequence of it, unless some other com- 
plaint was added to it; but some. who were strong, were brought so 
low, that they are now walking with a stick, as, when the fever 
leaves them, the complaint falls into the joints. Emetics are found 
to be the best remedy at the commencement of the fevefish symp- 
toms, and I have had to give out nine or ten in one morning. Among 
the children, the hooping cough is rife, and some adults have it. 

‘* My dear husband’s last illness was a very severe one, of which 
you shall hear more hereafter. 

** On the 3rd of last March, we had an agreeable visit from the 
Governor. He seemed much pleased with the sttlement. 
A. SCHMITT.” 


SELECTIONS 


From the Records of the United Brethren’s Church. 
No. II. 
Arrival of the first Moravian exiles in Berthelsdorf. 


Curistian Davin, earnestly bent upon releasing his Brethren 
from their constraint of conscience, immediately sought for some one, 
who would venture to receive them. But all the attempts which he 
made at various places, proved unsuccessful. He disclosed his sor- 
row on this account to the Rev. Schaefer, and the private teacher, 
John Andrew Rothe, who also was a follower of Jesus; and both 
directed him to Count Nicholas Lewis von Zinzendorf, of whom they 
knew, that the spread of Christ’s kingdom lay near his heart. This 
young nobleman, a short time before, had accepted an appointment 
under the Saxon government. Christian David accordingly went to 
Dresden, and requested him to receive a few families from Moravia. 
The Count expressed his willingness, to seek an asylum for them in 
some place, where their emigration would be attended with no dis- 
turbance; meantime he permitted them to come, and reside for the 
present on his newly purthased domain, Berthelsdorf in Upper 
Lusatia. It was not at all his design, that they should settle there, 
much less, that they should commence a new village; but this was 
afterwards effected by an especial direction of God’s providence, 
when the count did not succeed in procuring a safe asylum for them 
elsewhere. 

Christian David forthwith hastened back to Moravia, to rejoice 
the Brethren with this information. Hereupon, under his direction, 
the two Brethren, Augustin and Jacob Neisser, with their wives 
and four children, their cousin, Michael Jaeschke, and a girl, set out 
on their journey toward the end of May, 1722. 
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Michael Jaeschke, who had just attained his twentieth year, was 
a son of George Jaeschke, whose ancestors had fled from Bohemia 
to Moravia, during the persecutions of the fifteenth century. He 
was one of the few remaining men, in whom the hidden ones of the 
Lord, in those turbulent times, placed such entire confidence, on ac- 
count of their godliness, and distinguished knowledge of the gospel 
truth, that they looked up to them for aid in all circumstances. He 
was closely connected with old father Martin Schneider, diligently 
visited the Brethren in the surrounding villages, and encouraged 
them with prayers and tears, faithfully to adhere to the truth, as it 
is in Christ Jesus. His aforementioned son Michael, who was born 
to him in his old age, he loved with peculiar affection, and did not 
fail to impart to him, from his cradle, blessed impressions of the love 
of Jesus. He was likewise much concerned for the welfare of his 
grandsons, the Brothers Neisser, and instructed them in the way to 
salvation. Shortly before his death he called them to himselt, 
exhorted them to remain faithful to Jesus, according to the spiritual 
light they had obtained, and added: “ If you will adhere to him with 
all your heart, you will live to see a great awakening, for God 
heareth the prayer of his own elect, which cry day and night unto 
him. It is true, our liberty is lost, the most of our descendants give 
themselves up to the world and sin, and are swallowed up by pa- 
pacy; yea, it appears, as if there would be an end of the Brethren 
altogether But, my dear children, you will live to behold a deli- 
verance for those that remain; whether it will be here in Moravia, 
or whether you will emigrate, I know not with certainty. But this 
{ know, that it will take place not long hence. I am inclined to 
believe, that you will emigrate into a country and place, where you 
shall again be permitted to serve the Lord without fear, according 
to his holy word. When the time shall come, be ye ready, and 
mind, that ye be not the last, or remain\behind. Remember, that I 
have told you this. My infant child, Michael, (he was but six 
years of age,) I desire should likewise be the property of Jesus; I 
recommend him to you, and especially to Augustine. Provide for 
him in my stead, and whenever you go out of the country, I beseech 
you not to leave him back.’’ Having spoken thus, the venerable 
sire blessed his little son, with tears of affection, and soon after fell 
asleep in Jesus. 

The good impressions which the youth had received in his child 
hood, were renewed and strengthened from time to time by the 
spirit of God, through secret reading of spiritual books, and repeat- 
ed prayers in the open fields. Although his relatives observed this, 
they never conversed with him on the subject, fearing, lest he, be- 
ing a young man in whom little dependance could be placed, might 
make confession thereof before the priest. Thus they also hesitated 
to confide to him their determination, to forsake their .country. 
Only the day before their departure their dying grandfather’s re- 
quest came across their minds with such force, that they felt con- 
strained to disclose their design to the youth, who was at that time 
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much concerned for his salvation; with tears of joy he instantly re- 
plied: ‘* Will you go, and leave me behind? No, I will go with you.” 
They enjoined him the most profound secrecy, and directed, that 
on the next evening, after having finished his daily work as usual, 
he should dress himself properly, and meet them between nine and 
ten o’clock. All. things being arranged, they set out upon their 
journey in the night, joyful and glad of heart. As they were resting 
on their way in the forest, Christian David, observing that young 
Jaeschke’s hat was trimmed with silk ribands, said to him: ‘* when 
you once will be truly converted tothe Saviour, such ornaments will 
no longer be permitted.” ‘‘Is it sin,” asks Jaeschke. Christian 
David says in reply: “ was it any thing else but vanity on your part?” 
Instantly Jaesclrke took his hat, ripped off all the finery, and threw it 
into the bushes. 

Their departure was effected with so much prudence and secrecy, 
that, without meeting any difficulties, they came as far as Nieder- 
wiese, where the Rev. Schwedler received them most affectionately, 
offered up a fervent prayer with them kneeling, and dismissed them 
with his best wishes. The Rev. Schaeffer in Goerlitz also gave 
them a very friendly reception. After deliberating some time, to 
whom they should apply for a suitable provision, in the absence of 
the count, Christian David and the two Neissers were deputed to 
Gross-Hennersdorf. The teacher Rothe, who just at that time had 
received the vocation as preacher in Berthelsdorf, had given them a 
letter of recommendation to his friend Marche, who resided as pri- 
vate tutor in the house of Lady Gersdorf. Upon his presenting 
these Brethren to her, she was at first not disposed to receive them, 
but, finally yielding to Marche’s representations in their behalf, she 
consented, that Mr. Heiz, master of the count’s household, might. 
designate a spot for them to build upon. They now proceeded to 
fetch also their wives and children from Goerlitz, fully resolved to 
erect their habitations in the village, where for the mean time 2 
temporary dwelling had been assigned them. 


No. III. 


Commencement of Herrnhut. 


Tue Moravian people—as they were then called—had no other 
thought nor desire, but to settle in Berthelsdorf. But God had de- 
creed otherwise. When they returned from Goerlitz, they were in- 
formed in the name of Lady Gersdorf, that it had been considered 
more expedient, that they should commence a settlement for them- 
selves. This proposal little suited their inclination, and they were 
still more disheartened, when Marche showed them the spot, which 
Mr. Heiz and himself had selected for their settlement. It was an 
extremely wild and boggy place, overgrown with thick bushes, 
situated at the foot of the Hutberg, on the public road to Zittau, a 
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place where wagons frequently stuck fast in the mire. One of the 
women objecting: ‘‘ Whence shall we obtain water in this wilder- 
ness???’ Marche answered: “ If ye will believe, ye shall see the glory 
of God in this place.” Christian David likewise, being better satis- 
fied than the rest, that they should live by themselves, endeavoured 
to cheer them up, and struck his carpenter’s axe into a tree on the 
same spot, with these words: ‘‘ Here the sparrow hath found an 
house, and the swallow a nest for herself, even thine altars, O Lord 
of hosts!” It was indeed altogether a matter of faith, to commence a 
settlement at a place, that seemed better calculated for an abode of 
the vilest vagabonds, than for the establishment of a Christian con- 
gregation. But God was with them and strengthened them. The 
timber for building they were directed to hew in the adjacent forest, 
and thus, June 17th, 1722, they felled the first tree for the first 
house of future Herrnhut. On the spot, where this tree had stood, 
in aftertime a monument was erected, commemorative of this event. 

Assured that their undertaking was well pleasing to God, and in 
reliance upon his aid, they commenced their labour with so much 
courage and cheerfulness, that, notwithstanding their poverty and 
bodily debility, owing to the-scantiness of their provisions, they re- 
solved to complete the house before the winter would set in, and 
without the assistance of any other person. Travellers and others, 
passing by, considering their undertaking as a piece of folly, often 
made them the butt of their ridicule, but nothing could shake their 
resolution. Moreover they were often encouraged by pious friends, 
who came there to behold their building, cheerfully to continue in 
their work. Christian David in particular, and the Rev. Schaeffer 
could not refrain from expressing to others their confident belief, 
that the Lord would manifest his glory at this place, for the salva- 
tion of many souls. The former already pointed out to visitors the 
yet future streets in the city, which God would build here; and the 
latter, in his sermon preached on the occasion of introducing the 
Rev. Rothe in the church at Berthlesdorf on the SOth of August, 
made use of these words: *‘ On this hill God will set up a light, 
that will shine through all the land; of this I am confidently assured.” 

God blessed their assiduity in such a degree, that they could 
enter the new house in the month of October. At the consecration 
of the same, Mr. Heiz delivered a discourse upon Isaiah, Ixii. 6, 7: 
**I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem! which shall 
never hold their peace, day nor night: ye that make mention of the 
Lord, keep not silence; and give him no rest, till he establish, and 
till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” Hereupon Christian 
David offered up a most fervent prayer, all present being very much 
affected, and in conclusion he sang with them the ancient Brethren’s 
hymn: ‘‘ Jerusalem, God’s city thou, &c.” 

All this took place in the absence of the Count, who in the mean 
time had joined himself in matrimony with the Countess Erdmuth 
Dorothea Reuss in Ebersdorf, September 7th. In a letter, written 
from thence, which was read to the congregation at Berthelsdorf, at the 
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introduction of their preacher Rothe, he had addressed the following 
exhortation to the first Moravian exiles: ‘‘ You, my beloved strangers 
and pilgrims, whom God has brought hither out of a foreign land, 
blessed are you, that you have believed! all the promises of God 
will be your portion, and in him amen, unto the glory of God by us. 
Walk then as an example for the inhabitants, as in faith, so also in 
the true spirit of faith, with continued earnestness and love. Be 
the salt among my people. Salt is good.” Hence it appears, that 
the Count was at that time under the impression, that they would 
dwell for a season in the village, and that he had not yet received 
any certain information concerning their new settlement. Accord- 
ingly, when he conducted his wife to Hennersdorf, December 2\st, 
he was quite surprized to find a solitary new house, on the public 
road, in the midst of the forest; much rejoiced he went in to these 
Moravians, bid them heartily welcome, fell with them upon his 
knees and offered up a fervent prayer. Soon after he moved into his 
newly erected dwelling house in Berthelsdorf. 

The name of Herrnhut, by which this new settlement was after- 
wards called, originated with the master of the Count’s household, 
who concluded his report to the Count, under date of July 8th, with 
the following words: ‘* May God bless this work, according to his 
goodness, and grant, that at the hill, called the Hutberg, (i. e. watch- 
hill) they may build a city, which shall not only stand under the 
protection (Aut) of the Lord, but whose inhabitants shall stand upon 
the watch of the Lord, (des Herrn hut) so that they hold not their 
peace day nor night!” This appellation, however, did not become 
current until the year 1724, when it once occurred to the Rev. Rothe, 
that he undesignedly pronounced this name publicly in the pulpit, 
when engaged in prayer. 

It is worthy of remark, that at this time the Count’s intimate 
friend Frederick de Wattewille arrived at Berthelsdorf from Switzer- 
land. Already at the time when they were schoolmates at Halle, 
they had covenanted together, to devote themselves entirely to the 
service of their Saviour, and to assist to the utmost of their power, 
in enlarging his kingdom, among Christians and Gentiles. From 
this period he was the Count’s chief assistant in the Lord’s work in 
the Brethren’s congregation. 

In Moravia, meantime, the emigration of the two Neissers in- 
volved their three remaining Brethren in great difficulties. They 
were required to inform, whither their Brethren had gone, and im- 
prisoned on this account. The consequence of, such severity was, 
that after their release, they forsook all their possessions, and fol- 
lowed their Brethren in the year 1723, with their families, amount- 
ing to eighteen persons. Mr. Heiz obtained permission from the 
Count, to erect the necessary dwellings for their poor people also. 
At their new place of abode they gained by the labour of their hands 
so trifling a pittance, that they could with difficulty maintain them- 
selves, and yet they were full of courage ard faith.” ” 

Christian David, who regarded no danger, when he could 
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strengthen the descendants of the ancient Brethren in the faith, 
and be instrumental in effecting the liberty of one or the other 
amongst them, again undertook a journey to Moravia, towards the 
close of the year 1723, and this time visited also in other villages, 
where such objects of his solicitude resided. By means of his power- 
ful discourses to them, and his accounts of the grace, which prevail- 
ed among their Brethren who had emigrated, a general emotion was 
occasioned in the whole district, to which also the encouraging tes- 
timonies of David and Melchior Nitschman greatly contributed. 
The latter had to suffer a severe imprisonment on this accoimt. At 
various places they assembled by hundreds, and often spent the 
greatest part of the night in listening to edifying diseourses, in pray- 
ing and singing. They were so greatly affected by what they heard, 
regarding the salvation of their souls through faith in a crucified 
Saviour, that this became the general topic of conversation in all 
their dwellings; yea, when two or three met in the street, the mouth 
spoke out of the abundance of the heart. The shepherds in the 
fields prayed and sang spiritual hymns; servants and maids perform- 
ed their daily labours, engaged in prayer and reflection upon the 
state of their souls; none of them any longer chose to frequent the 
gaming tables and dancing houses. Small children raised their hands 
to heaven in supplication to God, and fervently besought their parents 
to turn with them to the Lord Jesus, so that the adults were brought 
to more spiritual life by these little ones. The uncommonly joyful 
departure of a little girl, enkindled in the hearts of many an ardent 
desire to obtain an assurance of the forgiveness of their sins, and the 
certainty of their eternal salvation. Neither the contemptuous ridi- 
cule, nor the threats of the ecclesiastical and civil powers, could de- 
ter them from showing forth the virtues of their Lord, and giving 
praise to God with a loud voice, for having caused the return of 
such days, in which they found so much encouragement, to follow 
after the faith of their fathers. This state of things continued for 
some time, till new persecutions and the consequent emigyation of 
the most sincere and faithful, concurred to extinguish the fire again 
in some degree. 
































Circular Letter from the General Synod of the United Brethren’s 
Church, to the members of the several Female Missionary Societies 
formed in America, in aid of the missions of the United Brethren 


DEARLY BELOVED SISTERS, 

The Synod of the United Brethren’s church now assembled, has 
frequently had under consideration circumstances of great perplexity, 
regarding the church, and the manifold difficulties we labour under, 
which often tended greatly to oppress our minds. But when, in the 
course of our deliberations, it became our duty to contemplate the 
great work of our missionary labours among the heathen, entrusted 
to us by the Lord, and gratefully to consider what it has pleased his 
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grace and mercy to effect in this respect, during the period elapsed 
since the last Synod, by means of our little church, we were over- 
come with joyful astonishment, and at no time felt more assured and 
rejoiced by the confident belief, that notwithstanding our imperfec- 
tions and acknowledged deficiencies, the Lord has not yet turned his 
face from us. For, on reviewing the miracles of grace which he 
has deigned, and still deigns to work by hands and means so utterly 
inadequate and unworthy, we could not but acknowledge with grati- 
tude, that he continues in mercy to own us as his people. 

Nothing could be better calculated to assuage a rising apprehen- 
sion, that possibly the zeal of our Brethren and Sisters in our dif- 
ferent congregations effectually to participate in this blessed work, 
might gradually decline, than the information communicated to the 
Synod, concerning the new impulse this zeal has received in our 
American congregations, by means of several associations of their 
female members, in which others of their sex, similarly inclined, so ~ 
cordially take part, formed since the last Synod, and we could not 
but joyfully acknowledge that the essential aid they have afforded 
the mission’s diacony at different times, has become a signal evi- 
dence of their laudable efficiency, 

Every thing that tends to awaken and keep alive such a spirit and 
such zeal in our congregations, essentially furthers the work of the 
Lord. They are, and ought to be, the altar on which the fire should 
be kept burning, whence the chosen messengers of the Lord derive 
the living embers, by which they are enabled to spread the sacred 
flame to the ends of the earth. 

Continue therefore, beloved Sisters, zealously to uphold the bless- 
ed associations into which you have entered, and which tend to pre- 
serve and strengthen your love towards the great missionary work 
entrusted to the church. The more extraordinary and wonderful 
the manifest assistance is, which the Lord has deigned to afford us 
from those not in immediate connexion with the church (without 
whose aid we should latterly have been unable to proceed) the 
more it becomes the duty of its actual members, not to relax in their 
own efforts and beceme indifferent, which would render us unworthy 
of that truly astonishing assistance. 

Besides, you are aware, that the necessities of our missions have 
increased in an equal degree, with the means thus afforded, and that 
in consequence the unremitted aid of every member of the church is 
not less requisite, not to mention that new doors are continually open- 
ing to enable us to make known the saving gospel of Christ Jesus 
unto other heathen, and thus more completely to fulfill our calling. 

The Synod however does not regard the aid so liberally tendered 
by you towards the external necessities of our missions, as the only, 
nor indeed the most efficient purpose of your associations. We hope, 
we confidently trust, that they will become the means of enlivening 
your heartfelt prayers and supplications for our missions, and for 
those Brethren and Sisters who cheerfully devote themselves alto- 
gether to the glorious work of assisting to gather the blood bought 
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harvest of the Lord. And who can tell, but they may likewise prove 
the occasion, that some of you become sensible of a similar calling, 
and inclined to step forth ready at his voice to devote themselves in 
like manner to his service among heathen nations. For, dear Sis- 
ters, the harvest is great and the labourers as yet but few! 

In conclusion I have to assure you, that your blessed associations 
were individually most gratefully mentioned in our meeting, and that 
the whvle Synod joined in recommending them and each of their 
members to the grace and countenance of our common Lord and mas- 
ter. We most cordially salute you in the love and fellowship of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

By order and in the name'of the assembled Synod of the United 
Brethren’s church. LEWIS DAVID v. SCHWEINITZ. 


BIOGRAPHY 
OF BROTHER ARVID GRADIN, 
Who departed this life at Neuwied in Germany, September 14, 1757. 
I was born, May 18, 1704, in the diocese of Wika, in the pro- 


vince of Dalecarlia in Sweden, where my father was stationed as 
clergyman. He paid every attention to my education and instructed 
me himself till 1713, when he took into his house, a pious teacher, 
whose name was Andrew Hellstrom, who was afterwards to accom- 
pany me to the school at Westeras. 

While yet a child, I frequently had serious impressions, particu- 
larly during family prayers and reading the Holy Scriptures. When- 
ever I heard or read, what Jesus expected of his followers, I always 
made the painful discovery, that I still lacked those requisites; yet 
I felt a desire to be a disciple of Jesus and sometimes retired to a 
solitary spot in order to pray there in secret. 

In September 1715, my teacher took me to Westeras and staid 
several years with me. Going one day, about Christmas, in a sleigh, 
on a visit to my parents, in crossing a river the ice broke. I sunk 
under it and was carried away by the current. But as I stretched 
my hands towards the ice and held to it, my teacher was enabled to 
trace the spot where I was, by my red gloves; and on making an 
opening there, he succeeded in drawing me out. 

This faithful teacher having fulfilled his commission in 1717, and 
my father having died in the mean time, my two younger brothers 
were put under my care, whom, with several other young people I 
instructed, while prosecuting my own studies at the Gymnasium, ap- 
plying myself with great delight to the study of the Greek and He- 
brew tengues, as well as to Latin poetry, which brought me under 
the notice of several learned and noble gentlemen. 

In 1724 I entered the university at Upsala. Two years after, I 
received a license from the consistory to preach, which I did occa- 
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sionally, both here and at other places. Several times, while prepar- 
ing my sermon, I was affected to that degree, that I burst out into 
tears and reproached myself, for not practising what I preached to 
others. These reflections at last induced me to refrain from preach- 
ing altogether, and to give up the idea of ever entering upon the 
ministry; partly, because I lacked the mind of a disciple, which I 
considered as an indispensable requisite in a minister, aud partly be- 
cause, according to the state of the church in those days and the na- 
ture of its institutions, I could not see, how I should be able to dis- 
charge the clerical duties in such a manner as the office required. I 
now therefore zealously applied myself to philosophical studies, in- 
tending thereby to qualify myself for a professorship or a similar 
calling, which I might follow with a good conscience. 

After finishing my studies at the university in 1731, I entered the 
services of Baron de Cederstrem, secretary of state at Stockholm, as 
a private teacher and successively instructed six of his sons. Here I 
became acquainted with several respectable and excellent characters, 
whose conversation proved highly profitable to me. Our Saviour 
too was unremitting in his endeavours to gain me over to his cause, 
and never suffered me to lull myself into a false rest. On one occa- 
sion He caused His goodness and condescension to pass before me in 
such a remarkable manner, that I fell prostrate before him and vow- 
ed to Him, that 1 would be and remain His property through time 
and through eternity. I was however led astray from the path of 
simplicity by my intercourse with awakened separatistic characters, 
as well as by reading books of a similar stamp; but even this course, 
amidst various vicissitudes, did not fully satisfy my mind. The 
anxiety of my heart often rose to such a pitch, that I esteemed the 
most miserable beggars happier than myself, while reflecting that 
they ate their bread and drank their water in peace and comfort, 
while I could not enjoy my affluence, every thing appearing to me 
disgusting. Being at last wholly at a loss where to concentrate my 
thoughts, I happened to meet with a description of Herrnhut. The 
perusal of this book excited my astonishment, warmed my affections, 
and brought me to the determination of going to this place, if the 
Lord would open a way for me; and if I found the above description 
verified and such a people of the Lord collected there, I would live 
and die with them. Laying my design before the Lord in prayer, I 
felt that He approved of my determination; my anxiety vanished 
and I felt comforted and encouraged. I now asked for my discharge 
from the secretary of state, intimating to him, that I intended to go 
on a journey to Germany. Not giving any further explanation, it 
was taken for granted, that the object I had in view, was of a scien- 
tific nature. Accordingly no obstacles were thrown in my way and 
another teacher was soon procured in my place. The latter having 
moved into the house and two days only being wanting to my con- 

signing my pupils to his care at a solemn examination and then to 
take leave, Baron Cederstreem suddenly todk up the notion of send- 
ing his second son in my company to the university at Marburg, 
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where his elder brother was, whom I was afterwards to accompany 
on his travels. The baron, as well as his lady, were so urgent in 
their request, that I could not refuse compliance. By these means 
my departure was delayed for some time, and one of my most familiar 
friends even intimated, that my original design would be altogether 
frustrated; yet, notwithstanding all appearances to the contrary, I 
was assured of ultimately gaining my point. 

July 24, 1756, we set sail for Lubeck and reached Marburg, at 
Michaelmas, by way of Hanover. Here we remained till the follow- 
ing spring, | attending meantime the philosophical lectures of the 
famous professor Christian Wolf. We next visited the principal 
towns in Holland and the North of France, until we arrived at Paris, 
where we designed to prolong our stay. The Swedish ambassador 
obtaining his farewell audience in September 1737, from the whole 
royal family, all the Swedish nobility then in Paris were required to 
attend, and of course my two barons took me along with them. The 
ceremony being ended, we dined at the ambassador’s. In them idst 
of this brilliant company, the thought struck me: when I shall once 
eat bread and drink water with the Brethren at Herrnhut, my hap- 
piness will be greater than it now is. 

In November we continued our journey to Luneville, where we 
were admitted to an audience with the late king of Poland, Stanislaus 
Lesczynski. From Strasburg we were to return to Sweden, by way 
of Nuremberg and Leipsic; on reaching the first mentioned place, I 
wrote to Baron de Cederstrem, requesting my speedy discharge; and 
as his brother, then at Leipsic, was likewise shortly to return to Swe- 
den, I proposed he should give me leave to resign my pupil to his 
care. He approving of the proposal, I left my pupil at Leipsic, 
April 15, 1733, and on the 23d, arrived at Herrnhut, where I met 
with a very cordial reception. I derived great profit from convers- 
ing with a number of Brethren, especially with the illiterate; as for 
those that were learned, I suspected them as much as I did myself 
I therefore appreciated no one’s public discourses more, than those 
of Brother David Nitschman, the shoemaker, which, though not cal- 
culated to improve the understanding, yet afforded substantial food 
for the heart. 

1 was appointed to be an assistant schoolmaster and while teach- 
ing others, learned the lesson of self-knowledge more perfectly. 
Brother Matthew Hehl once said to me that I must become as a lit- 
tle child; and these few and simple words took a deep root in my 
heart. Brother Dober discoursing one day with emphasis concern- 
ing the blood of atonement, I felt my heart in its natural enmity 
revolting against the word of the cross; but under the blessing of the 
Lord, even this emotion was made conducive to my growth in grace. 

In September 1739, I was called to Herrnhaag, in order to assist in 
the instruction and education of young Count Christian R. de Zin- 
zendorf, I had attended to this charge but a short time, when 
another, of a different nature, was intrusted to me. For seven years 
back, an active zeal for spreading the gospel among the heathen, 
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had manifested itself in the Brethren’s church. They embraced 
every opportunity that presented itself for the commencement of a 
hew mission. More than one attempt also was made to undertake 
the work in the manner ot the apostl®s, i. e. without any forcign re- 
commendation, in simple reliance on the virtue of the commission 
given for an indefinite length of time: ‘‘ Go ye into all the world, 
&c.” But these attempts some times failed, on account of the pre- 
sent political situation of nations and countries. Thus for instance, 
only during the preceeding year, three Brethren, whose intention 
was, to go among the Samojedes, had been thrown into prison at 
Archangel and from thence brought to Petersburg, where indeed 
after a close examination, they were again released, but were not 
permitted further to prosecute their object. This event led Count 
Zinzendorf to consider the propriety of endeavouring to form a con- 
nexion between the renewed church of the Brethren and the Greek 
church; the more so, as the gospel had not only originally been in- 
troduced into Bohemia and Moravia by Greek missionaries, but also 
because, from this circumstance, the followers of John Huss had taken 
occasion to clxim an affinity with their original mother church.* 
Now, although it is well known, that the Russian section of this 
church, for many years past, was no longer subject to the control of 
the national Greek church; yet the Brethren were led to hope, that 
a recommendation from the latter to the former, as well as to the 
oriental church at large, might be of some service to their cause. 
Count Zinzendorf, after conferring with some of his fellow-labourers 
on the subject, proposed the question to me, whether I felt disposed 
to go as a deputy to the patriarch of Constantinople. Having weigh- 
ed the subject before the Lord, I was enabled, in reliance upon His 
aid, to undertake the mission, Accordingly I soon after received my 
instructions, together with a letter addressed by the bishops of the 
Brethren’s church to the Patriarch, and through him, to all the most 
eminent prelates residing In the above city. Ihe following was the 
substance of this letter: that the object the deputation had in view, 
be, to present to the Greek church a salutation of peace and love 
from the Brethren’s church; to revive with the former, the remem- 
brance of the latter, which had been obliterated through the revolu- 
tions of time, to furnish them with an account of the missionary 
work, which the Brethren desired to extend still further, particular- 
ly into the countries bordering on the White sea, and to crave a let- 
ter of recommendation to the clergy of the Greek church for their 
missionaries, who might enter those provinces alluded to, or any 
others over which the Greek church had any influence. Together 
with this letter, I was also to deliver an essay embracing a history 
of the introduction of Christianity into Bohemia and Moravia, through 
the labours of the Grecian monks, Cyrillus and Methodius, and the 
subsequent ecclesiastical revolutions that occurred in these countries 





* See D. Cranz’s History of the United Brethren’s Church, p. 20 and 38. 
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until the time of the renewal of the Brethren’s church. For this 
purpose I was furnished with the necessary materials, but had to 
digest them in the Greek language, which labour proved a very 
pleasant employment on the different stages of my journey. 

On the 12th of November I set out, in company with a pious 


journeyman, who was travelling to Holland, and on the 2ist, we 


safely arrived with our Brethren at Heerendyk, it being still unde- 
termined whether I was to go to sea from Holland or from Mar- 
seilles. The textof the day proved a great encouragement to me: 
‘* The Lord thy God show unto us, whither we shall go and what 
we shall do.” On receiving intelligence that there was then no 
Dutch vessel about to sail for the Levant, it was resolved that I 
should first repair to Gravenhaag, in order to deliver a letter of re- 
commendation from Count Zinzendorf to the Marquis of Fenelon, the 
French ambassador. This gentleman gave me a very polite recep- 
tion, and made many inquiries into the state and regulations of our 
church and its missions. He then gave me a passport that would 
carry me through France, and a letter to the French ambassador at 
Constantinople. 

Brother Cossart, who then lived at Heerendyk, having received 
and cheerfully accepted a call to accompany me through France and 
to visit the Protestants in the southern provinces of this country, 
we entered upon our journey from Utrecht, by water, towards the 
close of the year 1739. 

In the vicinity of Vervins, a dreadful storm overtook us, which 
lasted two days, and was at first attended by a tempest, which had 
almost suffocated us. We however marched on at the rate of about 
twenty English miles a day. Leaving Malmaison, we were joined 
by two respectable men, one of whom accompanied us to Rheims. 
Their company proved highly interesting and profitable, because 
they took us the nearest roads. in our turn to serve them in some 
measure, we began to converse abcut the true and only way to salva- 
tion, how we may find it and walk therein. They fully approved of 
every thing we advanced on this head; yet they would not suffer 
their bright views of the present, or the future, to be in the least 
obscured. Beyond Chalonssur-Marne we had to wade one day and 
a half through snow that was nearly a foot deep; at Vitri-le-Frangois, 
however, we met two farmers, who for a trifle, permitted us to have 
a ride of ten English miles on their vehicle. Similar opportunities 
occurring afterwards, we embraced them the more thankfully, as 
Brother Cossart suffered from a swelling on his right leg, which 
almost precluded the possibility of walking. Beyond Chaumont we 
found several farmers going to Dijon to fetch wine. They carried 
Brother Cossart along with them to that place, while J travelled 
along on foot, and as the team moved but slowly, I was enabled to 
read a book. On another occasion an hostler with two horses came 
up with us He loaned the one to Brother Cossart, the distance of 
atwo days’ journey, for two Dutch stivers. Here, however, I found 
it impracticable to combine reading with walking, the horses being 
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very lively, so that I was glad only to keep pace with them. In this 
manner we reached Macon, by way of Chalons-sur-Saone. 

In the vicinity of this city we entered upon a climate wholly dif- 
ferent from the one we had left, Towards the north, the whole 
country was covered with snow, towards the south all was green and 
the air warm, but the roads were very bad and we often sunk shoe 
deep into the mire. Several hours before we reached Ville Franche 
we had to walk in the dark and under a heavy rain, so that by the 
time we reached our night’s lodgings, we were completely drenched. 
At that time we truly wore the aspect of pilgrims, and withal, felt 
happy and contented. We were told, that next day at noon a mail 
packet would leave Lyons for Avignon, we therefore concluded to 
start early, in order to improve this cheap and favourable oppor- 
tunity, that would speed us twenty-five German miles further. 1 
awoke as early as two in the morning and we set off soon after; but 
on our arrival at Lyons, the vessel had already left port. Brother 
Cossart being unable to proceed any further, we had to make a stay 
of several days, and wait for another opportunity. In the mean time 
however, we contracted an agreeable acquaintance with some of 
the Protestants residing here, in particular with a company of eight 
or ten persons, who met every Sunday afternoon fer devotional pur- 
poses in the house of a family from Geneva. We were invited to 
attend a meeting of this kind, which was conducted in the following 
manner. The lady of the house read a French translation of one of 
Tillotson’s sermons, treating of the bliss attending the possession of 
a good conscience; the company then knelt down and the same lady 
read several prayers. We remained for some time in conversation, 
when Brother Cossart and myself, took occasion from that sermon to 
state how the wounded conscience of a sinner may be healed by vir- 
tue of the merits of Jesus. It appeared as though we told some of 
them quite a new doctrine; for they listened to us with deep atten- 
tion; but one of the men started a variety of objections. We con- 
tented ourselves with having given our opinion and continued to take 
a lively share in the remainder of the conversation, which happened 
to turn-upon the condition of the Protestants in the south of France. 
Here we learnt that the latter are very much limited in the exercise 
of their religion; and although their condition may vary in different 
places, on the whole, they have to keep themselves very retired, 
lest they be involved in trouble. We likewise became acquainted 
with several German protestants, who like those from Geneva, 
treated us very kindly, and when about to leave them, some of them 
accompanied us to the vessel, where we had to tear ourselves forci- 
bly from their embraces. 

We completed the trip on the Rhone from Lyons to Avignon in 
three days, notwithstanding the delays by the way. At one of those 
places, Pont de Saint Esprit, Brother Cossart inquired of an officer, 
why there was such a numerous garrison stationed here? ** To watch 
the Huguenots,” was the answer. He added, they were strictly for- 
bidden to hold religious meetings, and if a tlergyman was taken in 
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the act of keeping the meeting, he was sure to be sentenced.to be 
hung; whereof many instances had already occurred. 

From Avignon we pursued our course to Nismes. Although it 
was the latte: end of January, we travelled like in a garden, among 
verdant olives, pomegranates and other fruit trees, all in blossom. 
‘The air was as warm as in Germany in the month of May and filled 
with the most delightful odours. At Nismes we visited different 
persons and met with a very polite reception, but were sorry to find, 
that here too, as well as at Lyons, the generality of Protestants con- 
tent themselves with not being Roman Catholics. 

February 2d, we arrived at Marseilles. We soon observed that 
our Brother Ehrenfried Richter, who had lately been here on his 
journey to Algiers,* had paved the way for us and had proved a 


bicssing to the hearts of several German and Swiss merchants. Dur- 
ing our stay in this city, they were brought into closer communion 
with each other, and kept meetings for social worship almost every 
evening. They were about sixteen in number, some of whom, for 


instance, Kunkler and Meyer, afterwards kept alive their acquaint- 
ance with us. 

immediately on my arrival I had inquired for a vessel that was 
shortly to sail for Constantinople, and had understood that the Swal- 
low, Captain Icare, would sail for that port in a few weeks. I made 
a bargain with the captain to carry me there, for twenty-five 
piastres, about eighteen rix dollars In the same vessel, a lady, 
Mrs. Arlot by name, had previously engaged a passage for herself, 
her son, and her daughter. She now came from Geneva, but was 
born and resided at Constantinople, whither she now meant to re- 
turn with her family. As she spoke the modern Greek with fluency, 
I considered it as a providential circumstance that I could sail in her 
company. Moreover, I purchased a modern Greek grammar and 
dictionary. 

A week previous to the time of our intended departure, the lady « 
sending for me, Brother Cossart and a German merchant accom- 
panied me to her house. She found much fault with Capt. Icare’s 
ship, alleging, that it was built in the Turkish style, that it was too 
small, old and crazy; and stated that there was another larger and 
more substantial vessel lying ‘in port, ready to sail in a fortnight, in 
which she now had concluded to take her passage, and invited me to 
accompany her. Upon mature consideration I told her, that my 
mind was fixed upon going with Icare and his Swallow; having 
agreed with him, before I had any knowledge of his vessel, I felt 
bound to fulfill my engagement. And although he had but a small 
barge, yet I was as sure, as ] knew that I was this moment at Mar- 
seilles and in this company, that it would carry me safe to Constanti- 
nople. With that I left Mrs. Arlot. Some days after she sent her 





* He was sent thither from Herrnhut to wait upon the captivé Christians 
with the consolations of the gospel; but he was shortly after carried off by the 
plague 
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son to my lodgings to let me know, that she had now returned to her 
first engagement, and afterwards told me herself that she had taken 
this step merely in consequence of my faith. We set sail in com- 
pany with several other passengers, on the 26th of February. Wind 
and weather at first were favourable, but on the second day a violent 
storm arose which lasted two days and drove us towards the islands 
of Majorca and Minorca. ‘The danger to which we were thereby 
exposed, greatly alarmed my fellow-passenger, who already seemed 
to repent having risked so much upon my convictions. She could 
not conceive how, under existifg circumstances, I could remain so 
_ calm, and repeatedly intreated me to pray, in particular for her and 
her children. In vain did I reply, that I prayed without ceasing; 
she would have me pray with an audible voice, to do which I felt 
little disposed, being very sea-sick, and more inclined to hold my 
peace altogether. Meanwhile the storm fortunately abated, and as 
soon as it grew calm, the seriousness of the people vanished. Ina 
short time the danger was wholly forgotten, and the crew around me 
were as unconcerned and merry as ever. March 5th we passed the 
Island of Malta, while the thought occurred to me how widely dif- 
ferent the feelings of Paul’s shipmates must have been, when cast 
away on these shores, from those of our crew. For some time the 
African coast appeared in sight, and a few days after, we sailed be- 
tween the peninsula of Morea and the Island of Candia. The wind 
being ahead, we approached the peninsula, lest we should be driven 
back, and came to an anchor near the vi'lage of Ceri. As we lay 
here several days, I embraced the opportunity of going on shore re- 
peatedly, to see the modern race of Greeks; but how vastly did I 
find them to differ from their ancestors. Every time I returned on 
board, my heart was filled with the deepest commiseration; for I 
never found what I expected. From here we steered nearly in a 
straight course through the islands of the Archipelago; near Tenedos, 
however, we turned towards the continent, of Asia, in order to enter 
the straits of the Dardanelles; which happened on the 18th. We 
cast anchor before Avido, because every captain coming into port, 
must notify his arrival through the consul of his nation. During our 
stay here of several days, I wrote letters to Europe, and walked on 
terra firma of two continents. By this time I had so far acquired 
the modern Greek, that I could understand the people pretty well, 
when not speaking too rapidly, which however is mostly the case. 
Before we proceeded, Mrs. Arlot received intelligence from Con- 
stantinople that her mother had died during her absence. She 
burst out into vehement lamentations, which gave me another occa- 
sion to impart religious consolation and advice to her, which she did 
not wholly reject. To the rest of my fellow-passengers I rarely had 
an opportunity of addréssing a word in season. Attempting it one 
day, I succeeded in arresting the attention of several; but presently 
the captain said to me: ‘‘ That is your opinion; who knows whether 
our teachers have the same ideas; we will therefore treat of other 
subjects on board.” He then told his countrymen in their provincial 
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dialect, that they should not discourse on matters of faith with me, 
because I was not a member of the true church. The remainder of 
our voyage, of about twenty-five German miles through the straits 
of the sea of Marmora, we completed on the 24th of March. 

Constantinople is situated in a- delightful country, and if you would 
enjoy the whole impression, which a prospect of this city affords, 
you must approach it from the direction of the sea of Marmora. It 
is from this side too, that you can plainly distinguish the séven hills, 
which cause some resemblance between this modern Rome and the 
ancient city of that name; but as yet I have seen no other city, that 
might vie with it in the grandeur of its external appearance. I 
landed on the opposite side of the harbour, at the suburb called Ga- 
lata, inhabited by foreign merchants, and then entered the suburb 
Pera, where the European ambassadors usually reside. Here I in- 
troduced myself to the Swedish envoys, Messrs. Baron de Hepken 
and Mr. De Carlson. Having known me at Upsal they offered to 
give me board and lodging in their palace, during the whole time of 
my stay. Another circumstance took place which induced me to 
accept the offer more readily. Among the suite of these gentlemen, 
there was one, Count de Lieven, who had studied at Halle, and had 
arrived here from Sweden some days before: at the same time the 
clergyman attached to the embassy had returned to Sweden and his 
station had become vacant. The Count accordingly proposed that 
during my stay here, I should perform divine service in their chapel, 
which proposal being approved of by the ambassadors, it afforded 
me a desirable opportunity of bearing a public testimony concerning 
the atonement of Jesus, before the emb.ssy. This temporary ap- 
pointment likewise procured me a degree of respect among strangers, 
that proved of service to me in the execution of my mission. Ac- 
cordingly I preached on Sundays and festival days, alternately in 
the Swedish and German languages. 

I next waited upon the French ambassador, the Marquis de Ville- 
neuve, and presented to him the letter I had received from the 
Marquis de Fenelon He was extremely polite, but never either” 
inquired into the object of my journey, nor gave me an occasion for 
repeating my visits. The English ambassador, Sir Edward Falkner; 
on the contrary, paid me a great deal of attention, although I was 
not provided with a letter of recommendation to him. 

To gain the full object of my mission, several preparatory steps 
were yet necessary. I had to make a fair copy of the. historical 
essay alluded to above, and to procure necessary information on-a 
variety of subjects. I further believed it most proper to defer my 
operations till after the celebration of the Easter festival... On 
Maundy-Thursday I went with several of my new acquaintances to 
the Patriarchal church, where we witnessed the ceremony of the 
Patriarch’s washing the feet of twelve deacons, He had moved in 
procession from his palace to the church with the most eminent 
Greek prelates, arrayed in a loose robe of white silk, a coat of silver 
tissue, and a damask yest, with a costly girdle, bearing ‘a Silver 
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staff in his hand and wearing a crown on his head, similar to those 
the emperors of the oriental Roman empire formerly used to wear. 
The priests having chaunted the introductory liturgy, he stept up to 
the altar which had been erected in the centre of the church, and 
where the act was to be performed, laid down his staff and tunic and 
girt himself with a towel. While he was performing the service, 
a priest standing in the pulpit, chaunted in ancient Greek the gospel 
narrative, concerning our Saviour’s washing the feet of his disciples; 
and at every repetition of the act, these words were repeated: “ And 
he washed the feet of his disciples.” Two archdeacons stood on 
each side of the Patriarch in order to keep his crown in the proper 
position. In this church I took notice of a variety of objects that 
arrested my attention, the superb paintings, particularly those relat- 
ing to the history of our Lord, the three rows of silver candlesticks 
and the multitude of wax tapers, two of which were particularly dis- 
tinguished, being six yards in height, and thicker than the head of a 
man. Each of the deacons that walked in procession before the 
Patriarch, carried a taper in his hand. These tapers were not all 
of the same form; all were single below, but higher up they separated 
into two, three or several branches, having reference to certain arti- 
cles of faith. 

On Good Friday evening the Greeks, as well as the Armenians and 
Catholics had grand processions, illustrative of the suffering scenes of 
Christ. The whole was conducted in very good order. Similar 
processions were also observed on Easter-day, when IJ again went to 
the Patriarchal church, and among others witnessed the administra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper under both forms. Both Greeks and Ar- 
menians also celebrated Easter with external demonstrations of joy 
in the public streets and on their burial grounds, where the relations 
of the deceased sang hymns of praise, and then seated themselves on 
the tombstones to eat and drink and be merry. Not all that was 
transacted was either calculated or designed to edify. 


Miscellaneous Missionary Intelligence. 
SPRING-PLACE. 


BrotTuHer Situ informs, in a letter, dated April 4th, that the 
Passion-week and Easter festival had again been a season of great 
spiritual refreshment. Every evening a goodly number assembled, 
to hear the history of the Saviour’s sufferings and death. On the 
evening of Maundy-Thursday, as they were returning home, a violent 
thunderstorm came on, in which our Brother Joshua had nearly lost 
his life, a large pine tree being thrown down immediately before him. 
The meeting on Good Friday and Easter were pretty well attended, 
but we regretted that our interpreter David ‘Taucheechy could not 
yet be present on the former day. The morfiing worship on Easter 
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Sunday was concluded by a Christian Indian, George Wolf, a class- 
leader among the Methodists, and a man of excellent character, 
with a fervent prayer in his native latguage. At the communion, 
which necessarily had been postponed to this day, the recently bap- 
tized sister Martha was present as a candidate. Brother Proske 
from Ochgeloogy, (where the festival could not be celebrated, on 
account of the meetings of the Methodists in the neighbourhood,) 
spent the holydays with us, much to his encouragement. The mis- 
sionaries had suffered in somé degree from the prevailing influenza. 

Brother Theodor Schulz, of Salem, N. C. returned, May the 13th, 
from our missionary establishments among the Cherokees. His visit 
there was blessed by the Lord, and proved the occasion of much joy 
and encouragement to our missionaries and their little flock of be- 
lieving Indians. Our Brethren and sisters at that time were favoured 
with good health, excepting Brother Gambold, who feels the infirmi- 
ties of age. Brother Schulz describes the external situation of both 
settlements as advantageous and pleasant, and the internal state of 
the congregation as being truly gratifying and promising. Several 
members, especially Brother Joshua and his wife, and the Brothers 
Charles and Abraham Hicks, are very active in promoting the 
spiritual welfare of their countrymen, and embrace every opportunity, 
to testify to them concerning the grace and salvation of Jesus Christ, 
and not without encouraging success. April 30th, Brother Schulz 
baptized a single man, Juijaka, into the death of Jesus on which 
occasion he obtained the name of Jeremiah. The members of the 
congregation, and those that are concerned for their salvation, living 
very much scattered, visiting at their houses, and preaching the gos- 
pel, demand an accession to the number of labourers; it would also 
be very desirable, if the Indians could receive religious instruction 
in their own language. The scholars in Spring-Place amounted to 
thirteen, in Ochgeloogy to seven. 


NEW FAIRFIELD, UPPER CANADA. 


BrRoTHER Haman writes, under date ot March 27th, that a 
severe attack of fever and ague had prevented him very materially 
from ‘serving the congregation, especially in keeping the meetings 
during the festival season in the latter part of the month of March, 
which caused him most ardently to wish for the return of his fellow- 
labourers, Brother and Sister Luckenbach from their visit to Bethle- 
hem. In general. sickness and scarcity of provisions prevailed, 
giving rise to sorrowful apprehensions for the future. With respect 
to the indemnification of the Indians, for losses sustained in the last 
war, new difficultics had appeared, which, it was hoped, would be 
overcome by a deputation to the government, furnished with the ne- 
cessary certificates. 

Later accounts state the perfect restoration of Brother Haman’s 
health; and the discontinuance of the epidemic disorder among our 
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Indian Brethren and Sisters, who were then blessed with an abundant 
crop of sugar, by which their immediate wants were relieved. April 
2d, Sister Haman was safelydelivered of a daughter, which in holy 
baptism received the names Maria Louisa. 

Still more recent letters of the 19th and 27th of June mention the 
arrival of Brother and Sister Luckenbach and their daughter, after 
a prosperous journey of four weeks by land and water. The Indian 
Brethren and Sisters received them with great joy, and bade them 
heartily welcome on the 25th of June, at a love-feast, furnished for 
this occasion by the Female Missionary Society at Bethlehem. In 
this meeting a letter from the Provincial Helpers Conference, trans- 
lated into the Delaware language, was read to the Indian congrega- 
tion, and listened to with deep attention, and evident influence on 
their hearts. The'scarcity of provisions Brother Luckenbach did 
-not find as great as had been feared, but as respects clothing, the In- 
dians were badly provided, the government having not yet satisfied 
their claims, and there being but a slight prospect of their receiving 
any thing. 


—_—_—_— 


WEST INDIES, 
BARBADOES. 


Tue protracted disease of Brother Lichtenthaeler on Mount 
Chance, having terminated February 2d, in his peaceful departure 
to the Lord, after a stay of only eleven months on the Island, at the 
age of twenty-one years, one month and some days,—his widow, Sis- 
ter Lichtenthaeler, soon after went to her mother in St. Kitts, and 
in company with her, embarked for America. They arrived in 
Philadelphia, June 29th, after a speedy and prosperous voyage, and 
having spent a few days in this congregation, proceeded to Bethle- 
hem, the place of their future residence. A greater degree of at- 
tention to religion, than had hitherto appeared, began to enliven the 
hopes of the missionaries, that the word of the cross would here 
likewise manifest its saving power for the salvation of many souls. 
The meetings, not only on Sundays, but also in the week are well 
attended. 


ANTIGUA. 


Tue missionaries feel very sensibly the weight of their extensive 
labours, their number being small, some of them, the Brethren Pro- 
cop and Newby, suffering from the infirmities of old age, and much 
sickness prevailing on the Island. According to Brother Schill’s 
statement, the congregation at St. Johns consisted at the end of last 
year of 4828 souls, at Cedarhall of 1475, at Gracehill of 2184, at 
Newfield of 1011, and at Gracebay of 993 souls, amounting together 
to 10,491; adding thereto the candidates for baptism, the excluded 
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members, and the new people in all the settlements, the number is 
augmented to 14,823 souls, who are all more or less in connexion 
with the church of the Brethren. 


ST. KITTS. 


BRoTHER JoHANSEN at Basseterre, in January last, gave informa- 
tion that the Christmas festival and New Year had been truly bless- 
ed, and that the last prayer-day in the preceding year has been 
peculiarly distinguished by the manifestation of the Lord’s goodness. 
The congregation consisted at the close of 1825, of 1982 persons, (of 
whom 691 are communicants,) being an increase of 205 in the last 
twelvemonth. Add thereto 400 candidates for baptism and 600 new 
people, and there were 3000 souls under the care of the Brethren. 
In Bethesda there were 360 communicants and 509 baptized, the 
whole number of those connected with the congregation amounting 
to 1858, 168 more than the preceding year. December 26th, the 
missionaries held a love-feast with the scholars of the Sunday schools; 
at Basseterre 470, at Bethesda 360 were present. It was gratifying 
to find, that the children had made considerable progress; at the con- 
clusion of the meeting some tracts were distributed among them. 


JAMAICA. 


On the first prayer-day of this year, January 15th, the new church 
at Fairfield was solemnly consecrated to the service of God our Sa- 
viour, who manifested his gracious presence in a very sensible man- 
ner, in all the meetings. After public preaching, 7 adults were 
baptized, 33 admitted to the class of candidates for baptism, and 16 
were received into the congregation. About 1000 persons:were pre- 
sent on this festive occasion. Brother and Sister Light from Irwin 
also partook in the blessings of the day. The congregation at Fair- 
field counted at the close of 1825, 1190 souls, of whom 328 are com- 


municants, being an increase in the church during the preceding 
twelvemonth of 143 souls. 


= 


DANISH WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 


BroTHER GLOECKLER in Emmaus on St. Johns, happily departed 
this life March 6th, in the forty-fifth year of his age, after having 
laboured twelve years in the missionary field. This loss is felt the 
more severely on account of the scarcity of labourers. Brother and 
Sister Hohe contemplated to go to Europe in the month of May, to 
rest in one of the congregations after a service of twenty-one years; 
to his station, as superintendant of the external concerns of the mis- 


sion on these Islands, Brother Sybrecht from St. Croix has been 
called. 
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SURINAM. 

Letters from this part of our missionary field, dated in January 
and February last, report two distressing deaths at Paramaribo. 
January 2ist, it pleased the Lord to call to himself the married Sis- 
ter Anna Johanna Graf, by maiden name Dahl, in her forty-second 
year, after serving twelve years in the mission. An unusual num- 
ber attended her funeral, and the many tears shed, especially by the 
negro sisters of her charge. testified of their affection for the deceased. 
Five weeks after, Sister Anna Maria Voigt, maiden name Lind, aged 
only twenty-seven years, very unexpectedly followed her into the re- 
gions of bliss; her removal was much regretted by whites and blacks. 


The prospect for preaching the gospel on the plantations became 
increasingly encouraging. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

At Elim, the new missionary settlement among the Hottentots, 
eleven houses had already been walled up toward the close of last 
year. The meetings on Sundays were much frequented by the 
colonists of the neighbourhood, especially since the commencement 
of the Sunday school, in which about fifty persons receive instruction. 
The gardens of the Hottentots at this place, yielded such an abun- 
dance of all kinds of produce, that even in case of much injury done 
to the grain by rust, they would suffer no want. 

Brother Hallbeck in Gnadenthal, in a letter dated in January last, 
expresses his joy at the general Christian deportment of the congre- 
gation. New Year’s day was especially a time of much grace and 
blessing. In various places, in the church and under the trees, com- 
panies of the elder inhabitants assembled, covenanting together in a 
solemn manner, to devote themselvcs on that day anew to their Sa- 
viour. A number of stangers shared in the blessings of this festival 
season. The prospect with regard to the harvest at that time was 


very discouraging. 
y g 


Departed this life in Herrnhut, March 8th, the widowed Brother Anprew 
Curistoraen Rann, in his 79th year; he had served the mission in Surinam 
with great fuithfulness for thirty nine years. 
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